05/ 02/ 1999

Dr M assures Canbodi a of conti nued assi stance

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Mal aysi a recogni ses the chall enges faced by the
Canbodi an Governnent in its efforts to pronote national reconciliation
while rehabilitating and reconstructing its country.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, in declaring this
recognition toni ght, comended Canbodi an Prime M nister Hun Sen for his
role and comm tnent to work out an agreenent for a peaceful and prosperous
Canbodi a.

He reiterated that Mal aysia was happy to continue shari ng experiences
and expertise to help Canbodia realise the full potential of its human
resources for its soci o-economni c devel opnent.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at an official dinner he hosted for Hun Sen at
Seri Perdana. Hun Sen is here on a three-day official visit at the
invitati on of Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir al so wel coned Canbodi a's i npending entry as the 10t h nenber
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations.

I n expressing confidence that Canbodi a woul d contribute and play a
significant role in enhanci ng and devel opi ng Asean, Dr Mahathir said the
private sectors of both countries have a vital role to play in pronoting
mut ual growt h and devel opnent.

"Both countries have much to gain," he said, "in forging co-operation
for mutual benefit.”

Dr Mahathir said the Mal aysi an conpani es' participation in
reconstructing and devel opi ng Canbodi a woul d be encour aged.

Mal aysi a now has 70 conpani es investing in Canbodia, 30 in joint-venture
projects with Canbodi an counterparts, he said.

Dr Mahathir recalled fond nenories of his first trip to Canbodia five
years ago which not only laid the foundation for better rel ati ons but gave
hi ma better understanding of the country's needs.

Hun Sen, thanked the Ml aysi an Governnent and people for their
assi stance, which hel ped the Canbodi an Governnent to achieve its goals.

Hun Sen al so hoped that the visit would be fruitful in strengthening
ties between both countries.
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