26/ 11/ 1999
Dr Mdid country proud with so many successes

Suj at a Nandy
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad shoul d be commended for his
speech at the launching of the BN mani festo on Sunday.

Once a country associated with illiteracy and cheap | abour, and her
peopl e thought to |ive on trees, Ml aysia has now becone one of the nost
promi nent nations in the world. This is nore so since Dr Mahathir headed
t he Governnent.

Before his tinme, people el sewhere knew of Singapore, but not of
Mal aysi a. Before his tine, we were subjugated and were even forced to
build railway |ines and roads in nei ghbouring countries.

Al t hough attacked unceasi ngly, whether by the foreign nedia or by the
opposition parties in the country, Dr Mahathir has been undeterred and | ed
the nation with vision and foresight.

He has accepted all shame and ridicule hurled onto his path. The book
Shit by Shahnon Ahrmad gai ned wi despread publicity as it supposedly
unveiled the Prine Mnister's msconduct during office. Neverthel ess, the
book is not banned. |s that not denocracy, which Malaysia is clainmed to be
| acki ng?

Regarded as blunt and forthright, it appears that Dr Mahathir | acks
ethics in holding the office of Prime Mnister - to the foreign nedia.
However, no country has had a Prine M nister (except for Tunku Abdu
Rahman, who snubbed the British for naking heroes of their pirates, in
reply to the assertion made in an encycl opaedia that the Mal ay race were
pirates), who spoke without fear or favour |ike Dr Mahathir.

Fi ve years ago, LimKit Siang fornul ated the "Robocop” theory telling
people to "try five years or die five years". W have not died or even
cone close to it.

I nstead, we have hosted the Commonweal th Ganes, the Fornula One race and
the World Cup of Golf. And that is not all, we have becone econom cally
strong agai n.
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