11/10/ 1999

Dr Mto "deci de Abang Abu Bakar's fate'

KOTA SAMARAHAN, Sun. - The State Barisan Nasional has left it to Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to deci de whet her Defence M nister
Dat uk Abang Abu Bakar Mustapha shoul d be re-nominated to contest in the
com ng general el ection.

State BN chairman and Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahrmud nade this
clear in the face of specul ati on that Abang Abu Bakar, the incunmbent
Menber of Parlianment for Kuala Rajang, would be dropped fromthe |ine-up
of candi dat es.

"I amnot going to confirmor deny (the speculations), (but) normally I
don't nake a final decision," said Taib, who is also Parti Pesaka
Bumi putera Bersatu (PBB) president, when asked by reporters after
officiating at the first convocati on ceremony of the Samarahan Teachers
Trai ni ng Col | ege yest er day.

He reiterated a statenent he had rmade after PBB' s Suprene Counci
meeting on Monday that it was normal to have changes fromelection to
el ecti on.

Taib stressed: "Until | consult Dr Mahathir, | don't want to say
anyt hing."

Uncertainti es over Abang Abu Bakar's candi dacy was sparked by PBB
nmenber s.

On Sept 24 this year, the PBB Matu-Daro Youth chi ef Ahrmad Di koh issued a
statement in the Sarawak Tri bune that since Abang Abu Bakar had failed to
defend his post as deputy president of PBB, he would not be able to work
together with the State | eadership.

He al so al |l eged Abang Abu Bakar anbng ot her things, had failed to
i npl ement maj or devel opment progranmes.

( END)
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