09/ 02/ 1999

Dr M extends condol ence to King Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today extended his
condol ence to King Abdull ah of Jordan on the death of his father King
Hussei n.

"The | ate King had been an enornmous influence in building peace and
rationality in Wst Asia and the world."

In a statenent issued here, the Prime Mnister said King Hussein would
be I ong renenbered for the courage and fortitude that he had al ways shown
in the nost difficult of tinmes in his long and renarkabl e reign.

"On behal f of the Governnment of Malaysia and my own behalf, | wish to
express our deep sadness in | earning about the denm se.

"May his | egacy and substantial contribution to peace and prosperity of
the Hashem te Kingdomand the region continue to inspire us," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is nowin London en route to Janaica to attend the
G oup of 15 sunmmit, said he was confident that under King Abdullah's rule,
Jordan woul d usher in yet another era of peace, progress and harnony.

He al so expressed hope that the close and fraternal ties of friendship
and nutual co-operation between Ml aysia and Jordan woul d be further
consolidated in the years to cone.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, in a nessage to his
Jordani an counterpart Abdullah Al Khatib, said King Hussein's contribution
to the devel opnent and prosperity of Jordan and in advanci ng peace and
stability in West Asia would al ways occupy a revered place in history.

He said the Iate King had nade significant contributions to
strengt heni ng of relations between the two countries, adding that King
Hussein's death woul d be nourned by all Ml aysi ans.
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