22/ 06/ 1999
Dr Mhas no plans to be senior mnister

Sreer ema Banoo
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad says he has no plans to
becone a "senior minister” upon his retirement.
"When | retire, I will retire and... | will spend ny tinme praying
because ny days are over. | have to prepare for the next world,"” he said
on his first working day at the new adm nistrative capital, Putrajaya,
yest er day.
"We do not have senior mnisters here... but | amallowed to cone to
this office... to see, not to stay or work here," he said when asked by a
foreign journalist whether he would be a senior minister upon retirenent.
"The decision to build a house for the deputy prinme mnister is because
| do hope future governments will have prine ministers and deputy prine
mnisters... not just prime mnisters lording it over the rest," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.
Initial plans for Putrajaya did not include a residence for the deputy
prime mnister.
On Sat urday when speaking at a press conference during the Umo Cenera
Assenbly, Dr Mahathir had said his former deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim did not want to build a house for a deputy prine ninister at
Putrajaya, and that he might not even want a deputy if he becane prine
m ni ster.
Dr Mahathir said he would live in his own house upon his retirenent,
"...owned by nme, built with noney which | earned in a very legal way... no
bribes or anything like that," he said, adding that the house cost him
alnost RML il lion
On anot her devel opnent, Dr Mahathir said he would start his nationw de
tour soon. "I amgoing alnost inmediately... to at |least two states in one
week when | amnot occupi ed ot herw se. "
The Prime Mnister had said earlier that he would tour the country ahead
of the general elections due by July 2000.
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