15/10/ 1999

Dr Mhints at polls soon

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
hinted at the possibility of the general election being held soon.

Asked by reporters whether Parlianent woul d be dissol ved i nredi ately
after the tabling of the Budget scheduled for COct 29, he said: "W mght
dissolve it ... if we have enough voters (support)".

He di sm ssed specul ation that the el ection mght be hel d before Budget
Day.

"l give you ny assurance, Oct 29 will be Budget day ... so cannot be
el ection-lah," he said after launching the |slamc Specialist Doctors
Associ ation Mal aysia (1 SDAM at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Al so present were his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, and | SDAM
president Dr Sidek Nontak. Dr Siti Hasmeh is the patron of | SDAM

The Prime M nister said the Budget for next year would reflect the
country's econorm c recovery.

"W have done nmuch better than expected, so this will be reflected in
t he Budget."

Asked whet her the Barisan Nasional suprenme council neeting on Oct 25 was
to decide on the election date, Dr Mahathir said it was just a nornal
meet i ng.

"It is the usual neeting, not to decide on the election (date).

"However, matters pertaining to the election will be discussed, we
al ways di scuss them" Dr Mahat hir added.
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