26 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r- Ai r port
DR M LAUNCHES SULTAN MAHMUD Al RPORT EXPANSI ON PRQIECT

KUALA TERENGGANU, Nov 26 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today | aunched RVMBOO million Sultan Mahrmud Airport
expansi on project in Seberang Takir to open up Terengganu to internationa
flights.

Two firms have been appointed to undertake the project. Phase one of
the project costing RM0OO million is expected to be conpleted in two years.

Upon conpletion, the airport will have facilities to handle two B-747
and three Airbus aircraft at any one time, state officials said.

It would al so be able to operate Haj flights direct to Jeddah, they
sai d.

KL International Airport Berhad (KLIAB) woul d neet the total upgrading
cost of the state airport which currently handles at least five flights a
day.

KLIAB is a conpany set up by the federal government to oversee
construction of the RMB billion KL International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang.

The officials said east coast states would benefit fromthe airport's
expansion as it would boost tourismand econom c activities.

The Sultan Mahnud airport is a domestic airport having facilities to
handl e only Boeing 737 pl anes at the nonent.

The federal governnment had agreed to upgrade the airport's status to
handl e i nternational flights and to be the centre for all Haj flights from
Pahang, Kel antan and Ter engganu.

It would be able to handle B747 or B777 Haj flights to Jeddah, once the
upgradi ng works were conpl eted, they said.

This means Haj pilgrinms fromeast coast states need not cone to KLIA or
any other airports to board their Haj flights.

Wth the latest aviation facilities to be installed, the airport could
al so handl e other international flights, they said.

The two- package project is scheduled to start next year. The first
phase entail ed | engthening of the 2000-netre runway to 3,100 netres and
construction of the taxiway and aircraft parking apron to take in two B747
pl anes at a time.

Besi des having a new control tower building, navigational aid systens,
| ocalisers and glide paths would al so be inproved, they said.

The second package conprises construction of a two-storey term na
building with a floor space of 20,890 square netres and two passenger
| oadi ng bri dges.

The entire project is slated for conpletion in 36 nonths.
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