31 DEC 1999

DR MAHATH R HOLDS MEETI NG W TH GROUP OF ULANA

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 31 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad held a neeting and discussion with a group of 184 ul ama and
religious |eaders fromall over the country, here, today.

The group included nufti and religious teachers, |eaders and |ecturers
fromlocal institutions of higher |earning and schools and state executive
councillors in charge of religion.

Al so present at the two-and-a-half-hour discussion were Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi and Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnment, Datuk Paduka Abdul Hami d O hman

The di scussion was aimed at getting feedback fromthe ulama to enable
t he governnent |eaders to know about nmatters relating to religion and
religious institutions.

Abdul Ham d's press secretary, Haji Shansul Najm Shanmsuddin, told
reporters that the discussion was al so ained at inproving, changing and
updating matters relating to religion and religious institutions.

He said Dr Mahathir gave serious attention to restoring the religious
i mage and the feedback fromthe ul ama was good.

Shanmsul Najm said the group's three-day programre started yesterday. A
wor ki ng paper on the role of the ulama in the newnmllenniumw || be tabled
in the afternoon session
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