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Dr Mraps UN for “unusual principles

A. Kadir Jasin in United Nations

UNI TED NATIONS, Wed: In a scathing criticismof the United Nations system
the Prime Mnister on Wednesday said no change coul d be expected of the
worl d body for as long as it belongs to the five pernmanent nenbers.

"The structure of the United Nations will continue to reflect the
glorious victory of these nations fifty years ago,"” Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said in an address to the CGeneral Assenbly.

The five UN permanent nenbers are the US, Russia, China, the United

Ki ngdom and France.

For the small nenber states, said the Prine Mnister, they would have to
be satisfied with maki ng annual speeches at the General Assenbly and the
various UN anni versaries. COccasionally they would be elected to join the
Security Council.

In what is seen as the strongest indictnent ever of the UN since he
started attendi ng the General Assenbly as Deputy Prine Mnister in the
70's, Dr Mahathir said:

"But despite three at | east of the pernmanent five being violent

advocat es of denocracy there will be no denocracy in the United Nations."
He was referring to the US, Britain and France.

The only saving grace, said the Prine Mnister, was the good work of the
Uni ted Nati ons agenci es.

He al so took to task the world body for practising what he call ed

"rat her unusual principles", and went on to cite the choice of UN human
ri ghts commi ssi oners.

Normal |y, said the Prime Mnister, in order to study, report and pass an
opi ni on or nmake a judgenent on an issue, a neutral or unbiased person
woul d be chosen.

Wt hout nami ng nanmes, he said the United Nations had i nstead chosen
person wel | -known for his virulent attacks agai nst the Ml aysi an
judiciary" to report on the institution.

The Prime Mnister was clearly referring to the UN human rights
comm ssi oner for Ml aysia Param Cumar aswarny.

"The United Nations then conferred himtotal inmmnity against the | aws

of his country without reference to or consent of the country. This

i muni ty apparently extends beyond his task of reporting his findings to
the United Nations. He may publish his opinions, defame peopl e and subj ect
of his study anywhere and everywhere,"” said Dr Mahathir.

He went on to ask: "Is there no limt to a United Nations conmm ssioner's
i mmuni ty?"

Dr Mahat hir sai d governments everywhere were told not to interfere with
the judiciary. "Yet in this case the Governnent was expected to instruct
the judiciary not to act against this United Nations conm ssioner for
breaking the | aws of the country."

While clarifying that he was not blam ng the UN Secretary General, he
said he found the peculiar systemand principles guiding the choice of the
UN comm ssi oner (for Ml aysia) unacceptabl e.

"Nor do | think it proper for hinting dire consequences for the

Mal aysi an nation if this man is not freed fromcourt action for open
contenpt and defanmation. There is sonething not right here which the

Uni ted Nations needs to |look into," said the Prine Mnister.

Expanding his criticisms, Dr Mahathir said the ability of small nations
to have a public forumto freely air their views was further curtailed by

a



the Western nedia that distorted everything they said.
Qoviously referring to the criticisns | evell ed agai nst t he Governnment
over the six-week jailing of Far Eastern Econom c Review, Mirray Hiebert,
by the high court, the Prine M nister said:
"Again we are expected to give immunity to Western journalists. They may
break our | aws but no | egal action may be taken against them"
He went on to point out that in Mal aysia even the King and the
hereditary Sultans are not above the | aw.
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