24/ 12/ 1999

Dr Msays Umo will decide on successor

KUALA LUVPUR, Thurs.- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today that Umo
wi || decide on his successor and he believed the party will choose his
deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw .

He said if he stepped down now, Abdullah will naturally take over as
Prime Mnister.

"Umo will determ ne the question of succession. O course, if | step
down now, Datuk Seri Abdullah will take over.

"I think Umo will back Datuk Seri Abdullah as ny successor," he told
reporters after |aunching a commenorative mllenniumgold coin produced by
Mari wasa Kraftangan Sdn Bhd for Bank Negara Mal aysia. He said this in
response to a question about his successor, a question which arose out of
his coment earlier this nonth at the announcenment of the new Cabi net
nmenber s.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, had said that this was likely
to be his last termin office as by the next term he would be al nost 80
years old. He recently cel ebrated his 74th birthday.

Abdul | ah has been perforning the duties of Umo deputy president since
Sept enber | ast year when former Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mwas renoved fromhis Government and party posts.

Asked if it was possible that the Umo general assenbly and el ections
woul d be held earlier than June next year, Dr Mahathir said he had not
t hought about it.

"l haven't considered anything at all. W have plenty of tine, we can
take our tine. We have to be prudent,"” he said.
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