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Dr Mstarts up Malaysia's next growth engine (HL)

Lokman Mansor

THE expeditious conpl etion of Cyberjaya despite recent economnic
difficulties is proof of Malaysia's cormitment to all investors in the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC), Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad says.

The Prime M nister said Cyberjaya is the nerve centre of the MSC,

Mal aysi a' s next engine of growth. Even during the downturn, the MSC was
given priority in ternms of both budget allocation and policy support.

"I would like to reiterate the Governnment's full comm tnent towards
ensuring the continued devel opnent of Cyberjaya on a fast-track basis," he
added.

Speaki ng at the official opening of Cyberjaya and the 3rd MsSC

I nternational Advisory Panel (1AP) neeting at Cyber View Lodge yesterday,
Dr Mahathir said Cyberjaya will also contribute significantly to the

nati on's ongoi ng econoni c recovery.

He said t hroughout Mal aysia's transformation froman agricul ture-based
econony to one focused on manufacturing, a key factor was the enphasis on
beconmi ng gl obally conpetitive by creating a conduci ve busi ness

envi ronnent .

"This will continue through the third phase of our devel opnent as we
capitalise on the opportunities of the Informati on Age. Thus the MSC
initiative will carry the Ml aysian success story of growmh and stability
well into the next millennium" Dr Mahat hir said.

Despite its share of detractors and cynics, the success of the MSCto
date speaks for itself. There are 32 worl d-cl ass web-shapers who have
obt ai ned MSC status, clearly ahead of schedul e conpared to the target of
50 by 2003.

Sone 285 conpani es have applied for MSC status and 225 have obtained it,
with 21 conpanies, including eight with MSC status, already located in
Cyberjaya. Anong themis NIT MSC Centre, NIT' s second | argest outside
Japan.

Dr Mahathir said by any nmeasure, the MSC has come a | ong way in pursuing
its mission, in particular fromthe viewpoint of attracting i nvestors.
"W nust continue to innovate and be even nore responsive to investors

to attract knowl edge fromaround the world to help create the vibrant,
creative, networked society here in Cyberjaya," he said.

Dr Mahathir said several key conplenmentary "soft" infrastructure,

i ncludi ng various cyberlaws and neasures to catal yse e-comerce

devel opnent, has been conpl eted. Training and human resource progranmnes
for the devel opment of technopreneurs and know edge workers have al so been
i ntroduced.

"The official launch of Cyberjaya signifies that the final major

bui I ding bl ock of the MSCis in place. It is one of the MSC s two flagship
intelligent cities, the other being Putrajaya, the Government

Admi nistrative Centre, which is also ready for occupation," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the twin cities supported by the Technol ogy Park, the
Twin Towers and Multinmedia University formthe nucl eus of the energent

Mal aysi an digital conmunity.

Cyberjaya, conplete with advanced infrastructure, is now ready for
occupation and all MSC-status conpani es are now expected to nove into one
of the four designated cybercities within a year of Cyberjaya's opening,
he sai d.

The other two cybercities are Kuala Lunpur City Centre and Kual a Lunpur



Internation Airport in Sepang.
"I would like to call on MSC-status conpanies to relocate to Cyberjaya
early to reap the full benefits of association and networking with all the
ot her elenments of the MSC, " Dr Mhathir said.
Wth the presence of Miltinedia University, Tenaga University and
Universiti Putra Malaysia, MSC will seek to enulate the Stanford
Uni versity-inspired Silicon Valley and create a networked, creative and
productive society in Cyberjaya.
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