31/10/ 1999

Dr Mto officiate at conference

PRI ME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will officiate at the
I nternational Herb Conference, Herb Exhibition and the | aunching of a book
on herbs of Ml aysia on Nov 9 in Kuala Lunpur.

* A major herb event will also be held in Kelantan soon.

* The Asean Foundation has fornmed a special commttee to standardi se
her bal nedi ci nes.

* The Mal aysi an I ndustry Government G oup for Hi gh Technol ogy (M GHT)
has set up a special M GHT Interest Goup in Herbal Products.

* Steps are being taken by M GHT to fornul ate the Ml aysi an Natural
Her bal Products Action Pl an

* A Menorandum of Under st andi ng between the Ml aysi an Agricul tura
Research and Devel opnment Institute, KUB and Cul peper of UK was signed | ast
year to devel op Mal aysi an i ndi genous herbs for the export market.

* Last year, the Herb Society of Ml aysia was | aunched.

* The Traditional Herbal Practitioners Association of Malaysia is
expanding rapidly in terns of nenbership and scope.

* There are 25 established nedicinal farns in Ml aysia, and nany nore
are being set up

* More than 20,000 herbal plants have been identified in Mlaysia, of
whi ch 1, 230 have nedi ci nal val ue.

* There are 8,000 species of flowering plants in Ml aysia, of which at
| east 6, 000 possess nedici nal val ue.

* The Health M nister of Ml aysia has published the Ml aysi an Herba
Monogr aph, Vol une One, and is working on the second vol une.

* A special unit to register traditional nedicine practitioners has been
set up inthe Health Mnistry. (Registration of traditional nedicines
began in 1992.)
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