14/ 01/ 1999
Dr Mto make three-day working visit to Sabah

Jaswi nder Kaur

KOTA KI NABALU, Wed. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wil |
make a three-day working visit to Sabah begi nning Feb 18, Chief Mnister
Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said today.

VWhile in the State, the Barisan Nasional national chairman is expected
to open the Barisan Nasional convention

Speaki ng after chairing the weekly Cabinet neeting at the State
Legi sl ative Assenbly in Likas, Donpok said the Prime M nister would al so
| aunch the Sabah Native Affairs Council

"Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to visit the Interior Division," he said

The Prime Mnister is also expected to attend a Kongsi Raya gat heri ng.

Meanwhi | e, Donpok sai d today the action of four former |eaders of the
now defunct United Sabah Nati onal Organisation in apologising for protests
and denonstrations after the 1985 State el ecti ons was a good rem nder for
t he peopl e of Sabah.

Donpok sai d peopl e apol ogi sed because they nade nmi stakes and that the
former Usno | eaders "nmade a | ot of serious mstakes."

He said the | eaders, who are now with Parti Barisan Rakyat Sabah
Ber sekut u m ght even be apol ogi sing for the things that they would be
doi ng shoul d they be given a mandate to govern the State.

"W can see that these people are not capabl e of managi ng the country,"”
he sai d.

The four who openly apol ogi sed to those who were hurt in protests and
denonstrations after the 1985 State el ecti ons are Datuk Askal ani Abdu
Rahi m Mhd Sai d Senang, Ridi Al awangsa and Mohd Naser Mhd Noor

They nmade the apol ogy during a Press conference on Sunday, stating that
the protests were provoked by Parti Bersatu Sabah when it reneged on a
pre-el ection pact with Usno.

On tal ks of senior governnent officers resigning to join politica
parties on the eve of the next State el ections, Donpok said he had not
received any information on the matter.

"I woul d not be surprised because every tinme there is an el ection,
peopl e resign and go into politics,” he said.
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