06 APR 1999
Abdul I ah- Mahat hi r
DR MAHATH R HAS BRONCHI TI' S, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, April 6 ( Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is warded at the National Heart Institute (1JN) for
bronchitis and not because of any heart problem Deputy Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi said today.

He said Dr Mahathir's condition is stable and he is still resting.

"A statenment was nade. He has bronchitis, something to do with his
chest... his lung," he said when asked by a reporter why Dr Mahathir is
war ded.

"Anyway it is not his heart, nothing to do with his jantung, in case
you are wondering whether it has anything to do with his heart," he told
reporters at the Parlianent |obby, here.

Abdul | ah said he contacted the IJN this norning aski ng about Dr
Mahat hir's condition and was told that Dr Mahathir should rest.

"Nothing to worry at the nonment. | think he (Dr Mahathir) should be
gi ven an opportunity to rest as much as he shoul d.

"You know, if the PMis released early fromthe hospital, then he wll
al ways be organising a lot of things and trying to do so many things, but
the hospital feels that he should rest,” he said.

Asked if there was any indication when Dr Mahathir woul d be di scharged,
Abdul | ah said he did not know when, and it was up to the hospital.

"Certainly he needs a lot of rest. If you leave it to PM he wants to
conme out right away. That's him... he is anxious to be in his office to do
his work but his doctors feel he should rest,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir was adnmitted to the 1JN last Friday after perform ng the
Haj in Mecca. According to a statement fromhis office on Sunday he was
warded for lung infection and was advi sed by his doctors to take a good
rest.

Asked on talk that the prine mnister was gravely ill, Abdullah said:
"Not true, these are concocted stories. It is very unkind to say that."

Abdul I ah, who is also Hone Mnister, was al so asked whet her the forner
Pul au Pi nang Umo Youth Chief, Dr Abdul Rahi m Ghouse, had been detained. He
said: "lI've not heard any news that Abdul Rahi mwas detained."
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