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Mahat hi r - El ecti on
DR MAHATHI R NOT | NCLI NED TO CALL FOR A SNAP GENERAL ELECTI ON

KUALA LUVPUR, March 15 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today that the victory of the Barisan Nasional (BN
in Sabah will not induce himto call for a snap general election.

"I amnot affected at all. | expected to win in Sabah...even with a
one-seat majority," he said when asked whet her he would call for the
general election this year follow ng the BN w n.

The general election, last held in 1995, should be held by April next
year.

"I don't take only that into account. W have done rather well despite
all the prediction. Three nonths ago even Umo supporters said it would be
difficult," he said.

"I need to take into consideration many other factors |ike expenses,
favourabl e econom c and political situation.... Many things which should be
conpleted within 10 days would stretch on to 70 days...but |I'mnot saying
about the courts," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was apeaking to reporters after a del egati on neeting
bet ween Mal aysia and Poland at the Prime Mnister's Departnent, here.
Pol i sh President Al eksander Kwasni ewski headed his del egati on.

On the statenents by several opposition party |eaders that it would be
difficult to topple the BN in the next general election, Dr Mahathir said
that they had nerely stated their opinions.

He said that LimKit Siang, the oppisition | eader, had stated that it
woul d not be possible for themto forma governnent and at best, they could
i ncrease their representatives.

Dr Mahathir said that the victory of the BNin the [ ast general
el ection was extraordinary and it would be difficult to better or match the
BN win in 1995.

"But | amconfident that the BN woul d obtain a two-third majority,"” he
sai d.

On the statenent by Parti Rakyat Ml aysia president Dr Syed Husin Al
that the BN could only be toppled if the opposition parties were united, Dr
Mahat hir said that the opposition parties could not possibly be united.

"It's not possible...If they stand united, it is easier for the BN to
say they are hypocrites. If PAS cooperates with the DAP, the issue could be
used to defend the BN, " he said.

"PAS says that wonen cannot contest...haram (illegal). But they are
supporting (Datin Seri Dr Wan) Azizah (Wan Ismail). This is hypocrisy,"” he
sai d.

PAS has stated that they would support Dr Wan Azi zah, the wife of
forner Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim if she wish to
contest against the prine minister in Kubang Pasu.

Dr Mahathir said that he did not plan to retire now because he had
responsibilities that needed to be di scharged.

"Honestly, | wanted to retire |ast year but there were problens with ny
deputy who could not replace ne. | have responsibilities...l amnot talking
about ny popularity," he said.

He said that he would continue to be prine mnister because he stil
has the support of Umo.

"l cannot step down just because Kit Siang is not supporting or Anwar
is not supporting ne. He (Anwar) is no | onger an Umo nenber," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so deni ed a Busi ness Wek report that the Miltinmedia



Super Corridor (MSC) project had received poor response frominternationa
conpani es.

The fact was that the MSC project had recei ved encouragi ng response
with 29 conpani es having so far registered with the M5C, he said.

"Qur target is 50 world class technol ogy conpanies by 2003. It is only
just 1999 and we already have 29...we only need 21 nore only and the
possibility that the target would not be achieved is inaccurate,” he said.

He said that many nenbers of the MSC advi sory panel had stated that
they agree to attend the next neeting although not all would be able to
attend due to their conmtnents.

"The physical devel opnent is al so proceeding snoothly. They (the
foreign nedia) always say that we are not capable... we are running a
country of 22 million and we have done well in the |ast 40 years,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that it could be clearly seen that many reports by the
foreign media were i naccurate and he had even been said to be "stupid"
regardi ng the currency control neasures.
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