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Mahat hi r - Canbodi a
DR MAHATHI R HAPPY W TH DEVELOPMENTS | N CAMBODI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 4 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has told his Canbodi an counterpart Hun Sen that he is happy that
Canbodi a now has a stabl e and cohesi ve governnent and i s novi ng towards
achi eving national reconciliation

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said Dr Mahathir al so
hoped that Canbodi a woul d establish a Senate to facilitate its formal entry
into Asean.

Syed Hanmid was briefing reporters at the Prime Mnister's Departnent
after bilateral tal ks between Dr Mahathir and Hun Sen who arrived here
earlier today for a three-day official visit.

Hun Sen infornmed Dr Mahathir that he was noving in that direction
according to the process and nmechani smprevailent in Canbodia to realise
its desire to be part of Asean, said Syed Ham d

"The onus is on the Canbodi an side to informus (Asean foreign
m ni sters) when they have already established a Senate,” Syed Hami d sai d.

"As soon as we are nade aware of the formation of the senate then I
think the Asean foreign mnisters will neet to sign the formal agreenent on
t he adm ssi on.

"I don't think we operate on deadlines over the matter," Syed Hanmi d
sai d.

At | ast Decenber's Asean sunmmit in Hanoi, Asean |eaders agreed in
principle to admt Canbodia as the grouping's 10th nmenber and instructed
their foreign mnisters to arrange a speci al adm ssion cerenony for
Canbodi a at an appropriate tinme in the near future.

It had been decided that the proposed cerenony would al so be held in
t he Vi et nanese capital

Sone Asean nenbers insisted that Canbodia would have to first fulfi
the requisites for a new coalition government, including the establishment
of a senate, before it joins Asean.

Asean presently conprises Brunei, Indonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Mannmar
t he Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

During the two-hour tal ks, both sides al so discussed neasures to step
up bilateral relations between Phnom Penh and Kual a Lunpur, said Syed Ham d
describing the tal ks as "nost productive".

Dr Mahat hir pledged that Ml aysia would | ook into Canbodi a's request
for training in industry, foreign policy, oil and gas as well as
agriculture, anong others, Syed Ham d sai d.

He said Canbodi a al so asked for Mal aysia's assistance in establishing
wat er resources, including building dans and water catchment areas and al so
for credit to finance such endeavours.

Syed Hami d said Canbodia would |ike to see Mal aysi an i nvol venent in
rural devel opment projects.

Mal aysi a agreed to |look into the possibility of inporting Canbodi an
mai ze, rice, soya bean and cattle during certain seasons, he said.

He said Malaysia would also try to maintain its position as the |argest
foreign investor in Canbodi a despite facing problens due to the current
regi onal econom ¢ downturn

Mal aysi an i nvestnments in Canbodia up to Decenber |ast year anpbunted to
RML.7 billion or 31 per cent of the total foreign direct investnment there.

The investnments were in infrastructure devel opnment, power generation
touri sm banking, property devel opment, oil refining and production



education and tel ecommuni cati ons.

Syed Hanmid said it was al so nentioned during the tal ks that Japan had
agreed to work with Mal aysia in providing assistance to devel opi ng
countries such as Canbodi a.

"Mal aysia is keen to enhance its relationship with Canbodia. And with
Hun Sen's update that stability is growing in his country and that there is
a process of national integration, we believe that this devel opnent can
only benefit Canbodia," he said.

Imredi ately after their talks Dr Mahathir and Hun Sen al so w t nessed
the signing of a Ml aysi a- Canbodi a Trade Agreenment to further expand their
trade, economic and industrial ties.
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