25/ 03/ 1999

Dr Mahathir off to Mecca to performthe Haj

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed.- Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad | eft for
Mecca today to performthe Haj.

Cabi net ministers, senior civil servants and well-w shers turned up in
bi g nunmbers at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport to send himoff.

Dr Mahathir who is due back on March 31, was acconpani ed by wife Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

They left on board a Governnent VIP jet to Jeddah at about 2pm

The Prime Mnister will join sone two million Muslins, including 22,000
fromMal aysia, in performng the haj this year.

Anong those at the airport was Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahnmad Badawi .

Since the Prime Mnister will be away in Mecca, he will not hold the
customary Aidil Adha open house this tine.

H s personal representative in Kubang Pasu, Tan Sri OGsnman Aroff said in
Alor Star that Dr Mahathir had asked himto hand over four head of cattle,
one each for the conmunity in Jitra, Tunjang, Titi Gajah and Pendang.

He said the Prinme M nister wi shed Kubang Pasu residents Sel amat Hari
Raya Korban and hoped that they would cel ebrate the event happily even
wi t hout his usual open house.
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