31 AUG 1999
Tower s- Open
DR MAHATHI R OPENS WORLD TALLEST PETRONAS TW N TOAERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 31 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad officially opened what has becone a synbol of Ml aysia's nmany proud
achi evenents, the Petronas Twin Towers, in a glittering cerenony here
t oni ght.

The significance of the event was augnented by the fact that Ml aysia
today cel ebrated its 42nd National Day, the |last such celebration of the
m || enni um

The soaring 88-storey buil ding appeared sinply spectacul ar as they
bat hed in dazzling lights and colourful l|aser rays that could be seen
kil onetres away.

The 452-netre high structure enbellished by gl eanmi ng pinnacl es are
currently the tallest twin towers in the world.

The RML. 8 billion wonder, conpleted in md-1996, is now the corporate
headquarters of Malaysia's national oil corporation -- Petroliam Nasi ona
Ber had ( Petronas).

The night's festivities started after Dr Mahathir's address with the
recital of a poementitled "By the Towers" penned by national |aureate
Dat uk A. Samad Said, by a Petronas personnel Abdul | ah Ahmad.

This was foll owed by a performance by the Ml aysi an Phil harnonic
Orchestra and a candle |ight dance by the Petronas Perform ng Arts group.

Dr Mahathir then signed a plaque at a special |ight scul pture which was
| ater projected on a 62m x 34mgi ant screen installed just belowthe
skybridge linking the towers at |evel 41 and 42.

Seen from above, the scul pture fornmed an interl ocki ng handshake t hat
depicts unity and willingness of all Ml aysians to work together for the
good of the nation.

The towers and the gi ant screen then becane the backdrop of a
mesnerising |ight and sound show as the 1,200 invited guests were treated
to a spectacul ar firework.

Form ng part of the multi-billion ringgit Kuala Lunpur City Centre
(KLCC) project, the towers are located right in the heart of the federa
capital's Golden Triangl e business and financial district.

Mal aysi ans and foreign visitors alike would adnmire the towers with the
stainless steel cladding of their exterior giving the appearance of silver
ri bbons and glass which will reflect the sunlight and sparkle like a
mul ti -faceted di anond.

They incorporate all the features of nodern intelligent buildings with
speci fications specially designed to yield maxi rumworki ng confort in a
saf e and secure environnent.

Ei ght international firms submitted their designs for the Petronas head
of fice and the one by well-known Anerican architect Cesar Pelli was finally
chosen for its intricate design derived fromthe nmani pul ati on of geonetric
patterns common to the Islamic tradition.

Each tower has a gross floor area of about 218,000 square netres.

Visitors also thronged the public park adjacent to the towers and the
upscal e Suria shopping centre at the foot of the buildings, some of the
ot her conponents of the 40-hectare KLCC project |ocated on the forner
Sel angor Turf dub

Petronas has a 49.5 per cent stake in the devel opnment of KLCC.

The Petronas towers have also starred in a mgjor Holl ywood production
"Entrapnent" where the nmain protagonists Sean Connery and Cat herine Zeta



Jones coul d be seen dangling precariously fromthe skybridge in one of the
more thrilling scenes of the novie.

Plans for the construction of taller buildings have been reported in
the United States, China and Australi a.

In Sept 1992, Dr Mahathir said of the KLCC. "This uniquely Ml aysian
project is consistent with the Governnent's objective to transform Ml aysi a
into a devel oped nation by the year 2020, and it will definitely put Kual a
Lunpur on the world map."

Cesar was once quoted as saying: "The key to ny being able to design
responsi ve and responsi bl e buildings while remaining faithful to our nodern
condition is in the consistent relationship between the aesthetic system
and the nature of the construction technol ogy and systemw th which we
bui I d.

"I't's not that we have to express every line in a truss, but there has
to be a co-relation: a non-bearing wall should not | ook |ike a bearing
wal | . This has hel ped give intellectual continuity to my work," he added.
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