31 MAR 1999

DR MAHATHI R RETURNS TO FULFI L A PROM SE

KOTA Kl NABALU, March 31 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir will be accorded a traditional welcone on arrival here for a
three-day visit to the state fromApril 10.

On the first day, he will visit Ranau, some 90kmfrom here to neet the
residents in the mountainous district, said Chief Mnister Datuk OGsu Sukam
t oday.

The visit is seen as keeping to the prom se Dr Mahathir nade to the
peopl e of Ranau when he had to abort a visit to the district on March 11
during a state el ection canpai gn when his helicopter could not |and due to
adver se weat her conditi on.

However, Dr Mahathir | ater nmanaged to address themin a live radio
br oadcast from Kot a Ki nabal u.

Csu said that after the Ranau visit, the prinme mnister woul d neet the
state cabinet before joining the people in a thanksgiving function at the
Li kas Stadi um here in the eveni ng.

On April 11, Dr Mahathir will attend private functions. He will |eave
for Kual a Lunpur the next day.
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