31 OCT 1999

DR MAHATH R AN EXTRACRDI NARY LEADER, SAYS DR LI NG

PULAU PI NANG Cct 31 (Bernama) -- The peopl e should be thankful for
havi ng Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as their | eader because he is
extraordi nary, w se, hardworking and farsighted, MCA president Datuk Seri
Dr Ling Liong Sik said today.

"We are lucky that the Prime Mnister is still healthy to |lead the
country,"” he said when opening the 23rd general neeting of the Ml aysian
Uni ted Youth Movenent here.

Dr Ling, who is Transport Mnister, said Dr Mahathir had shown his
speci al | eadership qualities by taking bold nmeasures to pull the country
out of its economc and political problens.

Dr Ling believed that the people were mature enough to el ect |eaders
based on their track record in devel oping the country and mai ntai ni ng
har nony.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Ling said the manifesto of the
so-cal led Alternative Front was a ness because it |acked cohesion.

It would be difficult for the people to accept the manifesto because it
was clear that the four parties in the opposition pact -- PAS, DAP, Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal dan Parti Rakyat Malaysia -- were fighting anong
t hensel ves, he said.

The opposition mani festo which was | aunched recently nade no nention of
the creation of an Islamc state, an issue chanpi oned by PAS but opposed by
t he DAP.
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