09 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - Speech
DR MAHATHI R AMAZED OVER UKM S ACHI EVEMENTS

BANG , Sept 9 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
expressed amazenent over the achievenents of Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a
(UKM in the field of technology and felt his prepared speech on research
and devel oprment for the opening of a UKMjoint venture project could be out
of date.

"I wote the speech nyself to explain the role of R&D in our country's
devel opnent, " he said.

"The exanples | will give are probably old conpared to the research
bei ng done here (UKM," the Prine Mnister said when opening the UKM MIDC
Smart Technol ogy Centre here.

Dr Mahathir said after he had read and seen the achi evenents of the UKM
and the MIDC (Mal aysia Technol ogy Devel opnent Centre), he felt the text of
his speech could be out of date.

However Dr Mahathir continued with his prepared text and urged | ocal
conpanies to forge closer links and cooperation with local universities to
benefit fromtheir research findings and experti se.

He said the people and | ocal conpanies should have nore confidence in
the abilities of local universities in inventing sonething new and provide
anpl e chance for the use of their research findings and inventions.

"The readi ness of | ocal conpanies to use the research findings and
i nventions of the local people is in line with the Ml aysia |Incorporated
concept we are practising,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said he understood there were still many research findings
of local universities which had not been transferred or comercialised well
by private conpani es due to various problens such as internal regulations,
bur eaucracy, financial and other issues.

"There are al so several people who are still not open to the changes
around them"

They were not so keen on accepting changes for whatever change that
occurred in a society they felt would be difficult to handle particularly
if the matter required strategic thinking on their part.

The Prime Mnister said an ami cable solution should be found to reduce
the obstacles that were nentioned.

"Hence all three parties, the university, the central agency and
private conpanies should find a solution that was i nnovative and proactive
for these problens,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so hoped | ocal industry would provide space to
universities to undertake R&D or suitable consultancy work.

I ndustry should have a postive attitude towards acaden cs and not
i gnore their expertise.

The Prime Mnister urged industry to coopeate with universities such as
by accepting students for practicals.

The Prime Mnister regretted that there were still many conpani es which
were reluctant to help universities.

Dr Mahathir suggested that the UKM and ot her |ocal universities expand
t heir post-graduate programes taking into account the needs of the |oca
i ndustry and t he expanding sectors in the country.

"It cannot be denied that orderly and high quality post graduate
programmes will contribute to the achi evenents and research findings of a
uni versity."

The UKM MIDC Smart Technol ogy Centre covered a six-hectare site in the



UKM

The centre provided suitable space and infrastructure for incubation
technology in the field of bio-technology and also in other areas rel ated
to cluster technol ogy as proposed in the Second Industrial Master PIan.
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