25/ 01/ 1999

Dr Mahathir to | aunch annual conventi on

KOTA KI NABALU, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is
schedul ed to | aunch the third annual Sabah Bari san Nasi onal Conventi on
here on Feb 20.

State BN secretary Datuk Kari mBujang said the theme of this year's
convention was "Together in Building Qur Future".

About 3, 000 del egates fromthe nine BN conponent nenbers in the State
are expected to attend it.

The convention is ainmed at strengthening unity in the coalition for the
upcom ng State el ection.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, is scheduled to nake a three-day visit
to Sabah begi nning Feb 18.

At his Hari Raya open house at Taman Sri Gaya, Karim who is Assistant
Fi nance M nister, said preparation for the conventi on was progressing
snoot hl y.

He sai d BN secretary-general Datuk Mhaned Rahmat woul d deliver a
wor ki ng paper at the convention.

"Representatives fromthe nine parties will be given a chance to debate
on how best unity could be further strengthened in the BN," Karim said.

Asked if the convention was a prelude to the State election, he said the
current termof the State Legislative Assenbly was al ready coning to an
end.

"Whet her or not the Assenbly will be dissolved after the convention is
not an issue as its current termis already conmng to an end,"” he said.

The current termof the 48-seat State Legislative Assenbly expires on
March 18.
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