11 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Sabah (Labuan)
DR MAHATHI R CLARI FI ES ON LABUAN HANDOVER

KUDAT, March 11 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today criticised forner Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Harris Salleh
for twisting the facts concerning the handi ng over of Labuan island to the
Federal governnment in 1984.

He referred to the opposition Parti Bersekutu, with Harris nowits
acting president, which had in its state el ection camnpai gni ng accused the
Federal government of "seizing" Labuan

"Who gave it away? | did not ask for it. He offered it...he wanted the
Federal governnment to run Labuan,"” he said here today in canpaigning for
the Bari san Nasional (BN) candidates in the ninth state election set for
tonmorrow and on Sat ur day.

Dr Mahathir said Harris handed over Labuan to the Federal government so
that when it is devel oped by using Federal governnent allocations, |and
prices on the island could rise and benefit the people.

"That was why Datuk Harris handed Labuan over to the Federa
government. Now he is claimng the Federal governnent seized the island
when in fact he gave it away on a silver platter,"” he said.

"Harris is playing on sentinents, he is trying to instigate the people
in Sabah to turn agai nst the Federal government. The Federal governnent did
not take Labuan away from Sabah, Harris gave it away," he said to the
appl ause of the nore than 6,000 BN supporters.

The Prime Mnister said the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) |ed by Datuk
Joseph Pairin Kitingan al so played on racial sentinents on its call for
Sabah to be governed only by Sabahans wi thout involving the Federa
gover nnent .

"He (Pairin) always nade the Sabah for Sabahan call, Kadazan for
Kadazan and bum putera for bum putera. This is not healthy and too narrow
mnded as if this is so, why nmust the Federal governnent hel p Sabah," he
sai d.

He said the people in Sabah have wi sen up to the PBS tactic as no
devel opnent was inplenmented when it was given the opportunity to govern the
state, instead, the PBS | eaders raked in instant profits by nonopoli sing
the tinber revenue in the state.

"PBS wanted Sabah for itself because it could then take everything, al
the tinber is gone and we do not know where to, taxes are not paid, a |lot
of tinmber were sold but there was no noney," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the PBS had resorted to spreading lies with its
accusation that he (Dr Mahathir) had been given land in Keningau in its
attenpt to paint Federal |eaders as greedy and to turn the people in Sabah
agai nst the Federal government.

Denying the allegation, Dr Mahathir said in jest that he only wanted a
three feet by six feet land (burial plot).
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