07 APR 1999
Mahat hi r - | npr ovenent
DR MAHATHI RS CONDI TI ON | MPROVI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, April 7 (Bernama) -- The health condition of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad who i s undergoing treatnent at the
Nati onal Heart Institute (IJN) is inproving, according to a statenent
i ssued by the Prime Mnister's Ofice today.

"Treatment given to himby doctors at the IJN has shown positive and
encouraging results,” it said in the statenent issued here at 4pm

It said that the doctors have however advised the prinme mnister, who
was adnitted to the I1JN for lung infection on Friday night, to continue his
rest at the JNuntil his full recovery.

The statenent also said that Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali, thanked all well-w shers for their cards, flowers
and t el ephone calls.

"Dr Mahathir is touched by the gestures of the people who have prayed
for his recovery so that he could resune his duties as soon as possible,"
t he statenent said.

It added that the prine mnister apol ogised for not being able to
personally nmeet visitors on the advice of his doctors who want himto have
conpl ete rest.

Today's statenent is the second issued by the Prine Mnister's Ofice
on Dr Mahathir's condition. The first statenment issued on Sunday was on his
admi ssion to the JN following lung infection on his return fromhis
pilgrimage to Mecca | ast Wednesday.

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi said
that Dr Mahathir, who was confined in bed, had made ruch i nprovenent and
had been wal king in his roomat the |JN.

"I have been informed of Dr Mahathir's condition by one of his aides
today," he told reporters at the | obby of parliament house, here.

Asked whether prime minister had before this been unable to walk,
Abdul I ah said that he had not been inforned of the matter

"Before this, | was not informed whet her he had any problembut | was
told he slept and rested a | ot and today, he got up and was wal ki ng," he
sai d.

He said that this certainly showed that Dr Mahat hir had nmade much
i mprovenmnent .

"There is no need to worry over the prinme mnister's condition. W
shoul d all continue to pray for his speedier recovery so that he could
resune his duties,” he said.

Abdul l ah al so said that he visited Dr Mahat hir yesterday afternoon when
he informed the prinme ninister reagrding tasks he had perfornmed on his
behal f.

He al so said yesterday that doctors treating the prime mnister had
i nformed himof Dr Mahathir's condition which was then stable and that he
required rest.

On runours spread including over the Internet on the prime mnister's
condi tion, Abdullah said that he failed to understand how Dr Mahathir's
condition could be used as an issue to cause hurt feelings and create
anxi ety.

"This shouldn't happen at all because he is now sick and we shoul d pray
for his speedy recovery instead of making i nappropriate remarks," he said.

Abdul | ah said that if there were matters that needed to be told, the
governnent woul d i ssue a statenent.



He advi sed the public not to entertain runour-nongers.

"When people react to the rumours with shock, panic and alarm it will
further encouraged the runour-nongers. They nay have certain notives," he
sai d.

Earlier, when replying to a question by LimKit Siang (DAP-Tanjong) in
the Dewan Rakyat on Dr Mahathir's condition, Abdullah said that it had
nothing to do with his heart.

He only had phlegmin his lungs, he added.
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