24 JUN 1999
El ecti on- Mahat hi r
DR MAHATHI R I N ELECTI ON MODE, SAYS AUSSI E NEWSPAPER

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, June 24 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is in election node, according to the Australian Financial Review
t oday.

In an editorial, the newspaper says that after raging at financial
specul ators and international markets over much of the past two years,
slightly older version of Dr Mahathir is on display these days as he has
sought to win over the once much-maligned foreign nedia and regain sone
credibility in the capital markets".

The paper notes that Dr Mahathir appears intent on a quick election to
t ake advantage of the lack of organisation with "the putative new
coalition"” of opposition parties.

"Mal aysia is the last of the troubled Asian econonmies to go to an
el ection, and the vote is necessary to clear the air about the country's
future direction,” it says.

"Dr Mahathir's United Mal ays National Organisation has such a | arge
institutional advantage that the new opposition coalition has little chance
of w nni ng.

"The cl ear discontent with the Anwar (Ibrahin sacking may only result
in the opposition Islamc party winning State governnents rather than the
opposition coalition making nmuch progress nationally. It would be
unfortunate if the Mahathir-Anwar battle only resulted in religious
pol ari sation."

The newspaper says that the nost worrying | egacy fromthe Anwar affair,
whi ch Dr Mahathir should be repairing, is the reduced credibility of
Mal aysia's judicial system

"The Prime Mnister was again freely inpugning Datuk Anwar's character
at the weekend, even though crim nal proceedi ngs agai nst Anwar are under
way.

"Dr Mahathir | ooks on Putrajaya as a fitting legacy to a political
career that has seen the prinme mnistership as an engineering job --
pushi ng projects ahead according to a highly personali sed schedul e
regardl ess of the economic climate or the social costs.

"But if the Mal aysi an econony remai ns burdened in the Iong termby the
failure to restructure the corporate sector and a quesi onabl e | egal system
t he governnment office conplex (in Putrajaya) m ght equally be seen as a
monunent to false anbition as it sits alone am d undevel oped ol d oi
pl antati ons south of Kual a Lunmpur," the paper concl udes.
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