25 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - BN
DR MAHATHI R ORDERS BN TO ACTI VATE POLLS MACHI NERY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 25 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who chaired a Bari san Nasional (BN) Suprene Council neeting here
today, has directed conponent parties of the governing coalitionto
activate their el ection machineries wi thout having to wait until nom nation
day.

This called for cooperation anong BN conponent parties in setting up
and activating operations roons in all constituencies, said Dr Mahathir,
who is al so BN chai rman and Umo presi dent.

Speaking at a press conference after the two-hour-1ong neeting, Dr
Mahathir said it al so agreed to set up;

* a BN manifesto drafting conmttee; and

* a BNinformation cormittee to gather questions and issues requiring
the coalition's attention.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi will chair the
mani f esto-drafting comittee while Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khali
Yaakob, the i nformati on committee.

The BN conprises peninsul a- based parties Umo, MCA, MC, Gerakan and
PPP, Sabah-based LDP, Akar, UPKO, PBRS and SAPP and Sar awak- based PBB
SUPP, PBDS and SNAP

Asked on the focus of the BN manifesto this tinme around, Dr Mahathir
said it would spell out to Mal aysians what plans the BN has in store for
the country's future.

"We' Il strive to resolve as nuch as possi ble the people' s probl ens and
provide themw th greater opportunities to nake Mal aysians | ead a nore
prosperous and decent |ife and get better-paid," said the prine mnister.

Asked whether the formation of the manifesto-drafting commttee meant
that the BN had yet to come up with one for the coming general election, Dr
Mahat hir said: "It seens so."

Asked by a journalist when the commttee could get the BN manifesto
ready, Dr Mahathir said: "You' re fishing for the election date."

"That we'll have to see, if Datuk Seri Abdullah works hard, he'll do it
fast, if he's lazy, it'll take a little longer,” the prinme mnister said a
inlighter vein.

Asked about himattendi ng the on-going sodony trial of fornmer deputy
prime mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas ordered by the High Court here,
Dr Mahathir said: "Well, if the lawrequires that |I attend court, | wll
attend court.”

The court on Oct 21 ordered Dr Mahathir to attend the trial on Thursday
for the defence to interview himbefore deciding whether to call himas its
Wi t ness.

Asked on the effect of Anwar's allegations in court, Dr Mahathir said:
"No effect, the effect is the sane as poi soning case," referring to Anwar's
claimthat he was poi soned with arsenic.

On court's order specialists of Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a Hospital
exam ned Anwar and | ater declared that he did not suffer fromacute or
chroni ¢ arseni c poi soning

Anwar, who had been called to enter his defence agai nst the sodony
charge, testified that sone Cabinet mnisters had abused their position but
claimed that no action was taken agai nst them

When asked about this, Dr Mahathir said:"Prove it, charge the
gover nnent . "



Dr Mahathir said: "He (Anwar) seens to cone up with all sorts of
al | egati ons.

"Proving that it is true is another matter. Anyone can make
al l egations. W too can do that."

Dr Mahathir said: "W have clear proof that Datuk Seri Anwar has several
cronies and they are all wealthy.

"And we know that he used noney to bribe Umo divisions to nominate him
to contest against Tun Ghafar (Baba). W' re aware of so nmany ot her
trickeries by Datuk Seri Anwar."

"He can try to deny," said Dr Mahathir, referring to the 1993 Umo
el ecti on when Anwar was returned unopposed for the party deputy presidency
after securing substantial noninations fromUmo divisions.

This pronpted Ghafar to wi thdraw from defending the party's number two
post .

Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prinme Mnister and Finance M ni ster on Sept
2 last year and expelled fromUmo the next day.
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