05 JUL 1999
El ecti on- Sar awak
DR MAHATH R TO MEET SARAWAK BN LEADERS NEXT MONTH

KUCHI NG July 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohammad is expected to neet Sarawak Bari san Nasional (BN) | eaders and
assess devel opnents in the state during a working visit scheduled for early
next nont h.

Sarawak Chief M nister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud said today that Dr
Mahat hir woul d probably assess the BN prospects in the run-up to the com ng
general el ection.

The state governnent was naki ng preparations for his visit, he told
reporters after chairing the nonthly Parti Pesaka Buni ptera Bersatu (PBB)
supreme council neeting at the PBB headquarters at Jal an Bako here.

Abdul Taib who is also state BN chai rnman and PBB president said that
PBB, the backbone of the state BN was ready for the el ection as any ot her
BN party.

On PBB s candidate line-up, he said it would be confirned after quiet
consultation anong its | eaders as well as after a thorough survey of
grassroot voters had been conduct ed.

"W do not have open discussions on candidate |list in the PBB... it has
never been our style. It has been our practice all along to do a thorough
survey on the ground because we respect the feelings of the voters, "he
sai d.

In the general election of 1995, the PBB won 10 of the 26 seats secured
by the Sarawak BN. The opposition DAP grabbed the Bintulu seat. Sarawak
then had 27 Parliamentary seats and t he nunber has since increased to 28
followi ng the delineation of electoral boundari es.

On the md-termstate cabinet reshuffle, he said it woul d be announced
as soon as the civil service and governnent organi sations had revanped
their lists of responsibilities.

Abdul Tai b however would not say if the reshuffle, which was expected
to focus on restructuring mnisterial responsibities pertaining to
ur bani sation, would be nade before or after the el ection.

In confirmng the cabinet reshuffle last May, he had deni ed w despread
specul ation that at | east two cabinet mnisters would be dropped.

State Industrial Devel opnent M nister Datuk Abang Johari Tun Abang
Openg who i s PBB deputy president and Housing M nister Datuk Cel estine

U ang, PBB senior vice-president --- the two mnisters widely speculated to
be dropped were present at today's neeting.
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