27 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r - Cor por at e
DR MAHATHI R SLAMS UNGRATEFUL CORPORATE PECPLE

LANGKAW , June 27 (Bernama) -- The governnent can do without the
support of corporate people who do not know how to be grateful for the help
t he governnment has given them Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said today.

The Prime M nister said the governnent had created a business clinate
to enable themto be rich, and yet they hit out at the governnent when they
coul d not get what they wanted.

"It is not right of themto be angry with the governnment because when
t hey want sonet hing they conme whining, pleading for fear of becom ng
bankr upt .

"But when we hel p they do not know how to be grateful," he told
reporters after |aunching the "Langkawi Travel Mart" here.

He said this when asked to comrent on the action of a handful of
cor porate peopl e who now support the opposition.

The Prime M nister said Umo coul d not accept such people, and it would
be better if they wanted to support opposition parti es.

"W also do not lose out. But | wish to clarify that there are nmany
gover nnent supporters anong them who know how t o show grat ef ul ness, " he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said he was aware that nany corporate people ran into
probl ens during the econom ¢ downturn, and they night be angry with the
governnent because it could not hel p them

He said they could have joined the opposition out of anger with the
gover nnent .

"It does not matter if this kind of people do not becone our
supporters. This is because such peopl e cannot be trusted," he said.

The Prime M nister declined to corment on talk that Gua Miusang MP
Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah woul d be made a m nister follow ng his recent
appoi nt rent as Kel antan Umo chi ef.
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