03 SEP 1999
Apec- Mahat hi r
DR MAHATHI R NOT GO NG TO APEC SUW T

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 3 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wi |l not attend the Sept 12-13 Asia-Pacific Econom c Cooperation
(Apec) sumit meeting in New Zeal and, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar said today.

He said Dr Mahathir's absence was because of a heavy domestic schedul e
and was not a snub to Apec nor related to the inpending general election or
hi s heal th.

"Dr Mahathir is in good health, he told ne on Wednesday that he has
many things to attend to and so many speeches to nake within the country, "
Syed Hamid said in answer to queries fromreporters after handi ng over a
donation of US$100, 000 fromthe Ml aysi an government to Turki sh anbassador
Koray Targay in aid of victins of the recent earthquake in Turkey.

The prime nminister is continuing his nation-wi de tour and i s schedul ed
to visit Pahang, the Federal Territory, Selangor and Sabah over the next
two weeks.

Syed Hanmi d said Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badaw
woul d represent the prinme mnister at the sunmt of the 21-nmenber forum of
Pacific Ri ml eaders.

Syed Hanid said Dr Mahathir woul d be in New York from Sept 25 to 29 for
the annual United Nations General Assenbly and in Zinbabwe for the Third
South Africa International D alogue fromQCct 2 to 6.

"He just wants to nake sure that he has got good breathing space," said
the foreign ninister.

Dr Mahathir's absence fromthe Apec summit shoul d not be vi ewed
negatively, said Syed Hani d.

"It is good that his deputy is going, so | would not give any adverse
or negative neaning to (his absence)...Malaysia will take part in the Apec

forum we will express our views," he said.
Answeri ng anot her question, Syed Ham d said: " W are not doing
anything to signal that Apec is no | onger necessary or uninportant...it is

there and its going to continue to be there."

Syed Hamid pointed out that it was not a boycott, adding that " people
shoul d not interpret anything nore than just that he cancelled the trip
because he had many things to attend to in the country".

He said United States Vice President Al Gore cane to | ast year's Apec
sunmt here in place of President Bill dinton but still the US considered
Apec an inportant forum

Dr Mahathir hinself had recently hinted that he would not attend this
year's Apec sunmit.

"Frankly, | don't expect much from Apec. Apec has shown that it is
unwi lling to take decisive steps, particularly with regard to the financi al
crisis," the prinme mnister had said.

"l don't expect Apec to achieve much in New Zeal and," Dr Mahathir was
quot ed as saying recently.
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