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Mahat hi r - Speech
DR MAHATHI R S FI ERY SPEECH STIRS UP GL5 SUWM T

By: Kuah Guan Qo

MONTEGO BAY, Janmica, Feb 11 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has i npressed the del egates and audi ence at the openi ng of
the G5 summit here Wednesday with his views on the causes of the current
wor | d econom ¢ and financi al woes.

"He is very inpressive,"” was a comobn comment by del egates and
officials alike, not to mention the corps of newsnmen who scranbled for the
text of his address.

Dr Mahathir spoke as the representative for the Asian nmenbers of the
17- nenber organi sation.

"I have not heard hi mbefore but now | know why people are paying
attention to him" said a nmenber of the Janai can Chanber of Commerce, who
attended t he opening cerenony of the three-day sunmit.

A liaison officer of the Peru del egation said she was very inpresssed
because "he has the guts to say what he feels."

There was al so a | ot of requests for interviews with Dr Mahathir from
the journalists who scranbled for the prine mnister's text of speech.

"He is certainly the man of the hour," said the Kingston-based
correspondent of the Cari bbean News Agency, Garfield Mers.

He said he admred Dr Mahathir for the courage to speak the truth.

Managi ng edi tor of the Cairo-based M ddl e East News Agency, Ms Layla
Mohaned Abdel - Gawad was all praise for the Ml aysi an | eader whom she heard
for the first time during the special GL5 sunmit in Cairo in May |ast year

"He speaks the truth," said Layla who has 36 years of journalistic
experience under her belt.

Grish Nikam special correspondent of the Newstime of India, said Dr
Mahat hir was certainly the best speaker of the day and reckoned that the
I ndi an medi a woul d cover extensively what the Mal aysian prem er said about
Conmmuni sm and t he new capitalism

To nost of the newsnen this witer spoke to, Dr Mahathir's speech was
their story of the day.
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