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Dr Mahathir has done it again for the 5th tine

Abdul | ah Ahnmad

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, the good doctor, the great
and controversial "PM has done it again - winning his fifth genera
elections in arow A rare achievenent in any denocratic country, old or
new.

The doctor defied all predictions and wi shes of his detractors and
enem es, foreign and | ocal. He nade the Opposition, the internationa
medi a and a certain foreign power eat their hunble pie. They had in
concert wanted himto lose his two-thirds majority grip of power in
Parliament. Better still had he lost. Instead, the Barisan Nasional (BN
won 149 seats in the 193-nmenber Parlianent.

Pas, which | had said tine and again in previous articles, becanme the
chi ef beneficiary of the shotgun Cpposition marriage - siring 27
of fsprings, and all mal es!

As expected Pas not only easily retains Kelantan but to the surprise of
many it nearly wi ped out Umo in Kelantan at both State and Federa
levels. To cap it all, Pas al so captured Terengganu. Pas won Terengganu in
1959 and lost it to Umo through defections and Pas' internal schismin
1961.

Pas' performance in this two north-eastern states did not cone as a
shock to those who understand Malay and Islamic politics - that
devel oprent, while desirable, is not be bartered with what is seen as
Mal ay-1slamic principles. Rightly or wongly, unfortunately or otherw se,
the Mal ays in Kel antan and Terengganu are content with the standard of
living they now enjoy. They have food on the table, generally their own
shelter no matter how hunbl e, acceptable facilities, schools, hospitals
and social services. But what is inperative to themis that they are |ed
and governed by what they perceived as an Islam c Governnent to ensure
their "safe passage to heaven".

Dr Mahathir bore hinself Iike a hunble nonarch, albeit a denocratically
el ected one. He is as good and upright a statesman as ever a politician
is, and he was very el ated though he appeared surprised that the BN | ost
Terengganu. Even | knew Kel antan was a gone case and if the Prine M nister
knew which | amsure he did, he disguised it very well.

The Pas tenpest returned to Terengganu with an uncanny fury to w eak
havoc on the Umo ship of state captained by an old skipper, Tan Sri Wan
Mokht ar Ahmad, a veteran of 25 years.

| stayed late to see the BN voted back into power with a two-thirds
majority which | had told everyone it would be, so it was not altogether
surprising to ne. As | was sharing the joy of Dr Mahathir's triunph, | was
al so seeing the pre-mllennial tenpest breaking Wn Mkhtar's ship into
pi eces.

The DAP, as expected did poorly in all states, especially in Penang. It
paid a terrible price for consorting with Pas. It handed over the
parlianmentary Opposition | eadership to Datuk Fadzil Noor, Pas president,
on a silver platter. Having said that DAP did quite well in the Federa
Territory, it rather surprised ne. Many peopl e had t hought Keadil an woul d
have won at | east a seat in the Federal Territory where the reforms
movenent was started but it got none.

| failed in ny test about Keadilan. | had thought it would only win in
Per mat ang Pauh but it did manage to gather five, three in Kelantan and one
i n Terengganu, courtesy of Pas.



Parti Rakyat has never won a parlianentary seat on its own since it was
founded 44 years ago, and true to form it did not yesterday even though
every party in the Barisan Alternatif did.

So, the Barisan Alternatif, much touted as a credible alternative to the
BN, was after all just a political ennuch. O just a waffle. To be sure it
is an inpossible task to topple Dr Mahathir who profited fromthe
di sparate and desperate Opposition marriage of conveni ence, inproving
econony and conbi ned strong support frompragnmati c Chinese voters and
enl i ght ened Bum put eras and ot her non- Bumi put er as.

VWhat matters despite Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim s saga and what appeared
to be an increase in popular support for the Opposition, a majority of
practi cal Ml aysians kept the BN in power with a two-thirds majority as
pl eaded by Dr Mahat hir.

Dr Mahathir got what he wanted. He will lead us into the new m || enni um
with a strong and fresh commitnent: to nake sure we as a nation remain
free, sovereign and i ndependent, united, prosperous and the people live in
peace and har mony.

If the econony continues to performwell as Tun Dai m Zai nuddin said it
woul d, the people's capabilities enhanced, and t he new Gover nnent
perform ng better, Umo and conponent parties in the BNw Il remain
strong.

Now that Dr Mahathir has got his magic two-thirds nmajority, | expect
investors will return in droves because the econom ¢ fundanentals are very
favour abl e.

Many foreign friends asked ne if as a result of Pas' success whet her the
BN wi || becone nore fundamental in its politics and policies in order to
pl acate and woo back the Mal ays in Kel antan and Terengganu. My inmedi ate
answer was: | believe Dr Mahathir will maintain a happy bal anced programe
bet ween races and between noderni sation and Islam c values. After all he
did say he wanted to recapture Kel antan and Terengganu, and if that is the
case, he will have to rethink Umo's approach to the new el ectorate in the
new mi || enni um

The BN won because Dr Mahathir dared to do what he believed in -
sel ective capital controls - despite what the West said about it. The way
he t hunbed his nose at the | M- won hi msupport fromall |oyal Ml aysians.

The foreign media and its owners wanted Dr Mahathir's ship to be smashed
into smithereens. Though it heaved and tossed to their fury it did not
capsi ze.

They wanted the Opposition to give Dr Mahathir "a bl ack eye" but the
Mal aysi an el ectorate refused to do their bidding.

Someone insisted to ne that Dr Mahathir's victory was pyrrhic. \Watever,
| told him Dr Mahathir did win the war.
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