04 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Sabah
DR MAHATHI R WANTS PECPLE | N SABAH TO VOTE FOR BN

Kot a Ki nabalu, March 4 (Bernama) -- The people in Sabah shoul d conti nue
to support the Barisan Nasional (BN) in order for themto hel p thensel ves
and the future generation, said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad.

He said if the people chose other parties, they would only be
supporting the party and the candi date concerned while their future was not
assur ed.

"Only the BN can continue to bring devel opnent to Sabah," he said at a
nmeet -t he- peopl e sessi on i n Menggatal , near here tonight.

"Only the BN has the capability to bring devel opnent and to inprove
unity anong the various ethnic groups in the state."

The Prime Mnister arrived here today for a three-day visit to Sabah

He said the many shortconmings of the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) when it
ruled the state had to be taken care of by the BN government when it took
over the state's adm nistration.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the BN chairman, said he is confident the
people in the state would continue to vote for the BN as they are aware
only the BN coul d nake good on its prom ses.

"When we nake a pronmise, we hold true to it. We promised to rotate the
chief mnister's post and it has been i nplenented," he said.

"The BN pronotes power-sharing anong all the races in this country and
this is proof that it is not power crazy."

He said Tan Sri Bernard Donpok's term as Sabah Chief M nister has yet
to expire and voters, especially the Kadazandusuns, need to support the BN
to ensure Donpok could continue to represent the comunity.

Dr Mahathir said the BN s only wish for Sabah is to bring devel opnment
to the state so that it is on par with other states in peninsular Ml aysi a.

"That is why the federal government and the BN are giving specia
attention to Sabah, nuch to the envy of other states because of the bigger
al l ocations for Sabah," he said.

Good rel ati ons between the state governnment and the federal governnent
is the only way to ensure progress and devel opnent for the state, he said.

Dr Mahathir said devel opment in Sabah coul d progress snoothly due to
the good rel ati ons between the BN state governnment and the federal
gover nnent .

He rem nded the peopl e that devel opnent has to be continuous and not
done in a day or so

He al so refuted accusations by certain quarters that the presence of
federal BN | eaders in Sabah was an attenpt at col onising the state.

"The BN concept is one of cooperation...this tinme Sabah is holding a
state election, so friends fromthe peninsula are here to hel p. The Sabah
BN | eaders too will go to the peninsula to help in the canpai ni ng when an
election is held there," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the late Peter Mojuntin, a Sabah state ninister and
respect ed Kadazandusun | eader, had hinself went to peninsular Ml aysia to
canpai gn for the Alliance candi dates then.

He said voters in Sabah should not be taken in by opposition pronises
such as a RM300 dividend each fromthe Sabah Foundation as they coul d not
i mpl enent it.

"The BN will fulfill its pronise such as the setting up of a university
in Sabah," he sai d.



The first phase of Universiti Ml aysia Sabah (UMS) here costing RML. 2
billion was worth much nore than what the opposition had pronised, he said.
"The BN spent such a huge ampunt on hi gher education facilities in
Sabah because the future of the state is in the hands of its younger
generation,"” said Dr Mahathir.

Among those present at the function was Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok and Sabah Umo chi ef Datuk Osu Sukam

Dr Mahathir later held a cl osed-door neeting with | eaders of the state

BN conponent parties and BN candi dates for the Sabah state el ection on
March 12 and 13.
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