29/ 11/ 1999
Dr Mahathir confident Mal aysians will vote wi sely today

Lokman Mansor

MALAYSI ANS go to the polls today to el ect a Government that will lead the
nation into the new mllenni um

At 8am (7.30amin Sabah and Sarawak) 17,772 polling stations will open
for 9.6 mllion eligble Malaysians to cast their votes.

And sone tinme after m dnight, the Government for the next five years
woul d have been in place.

This is the 10th general election in Malaysia's history. The first was
held in 1955, two years before I ndependence, to formthe Federal
Legi sl ati ve Council. Subsequent el ections were held in 1959, 1964, 1969,
1974, 1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1995.

For the first tine, polling will be held for only one day. Previously
nore than a day was necessary to cater to voters in renpte areas in Sabah
and Sarawak. The El ection Commi ssion said the one-day polling is possible
due to inproved infrastructure and efficiency. The EC has enpl oyed 112, 000
workers and will have spent RMb5 milllion to conduct the one-day el ection
Counting will begin at 6pmin all polling centres.

At stake are 192 parlianentary and 393 state seats. The Barisan Nasiona
(BN) won one parlianmentary seat and one state seat uncontested on

nom nati on day.

Most parliamentary and state seats will see straight fights between BN
and opposition candidates. This is possible following the rare coalition
of four mmjor opposition parties - Pas, DAP, Keadilan and PRM- calling
itself Barisan Alternatif.

The BN controlled 166 seats in the outgoing 192-nenber Parlianent. It
needs 129 to retain a two-thirds ngjority in the expanded 193- nenber Dewan
Rakyat. The opposition hopes to deny the BN the two-thirds margin for the
first time in three decades.

The BN and its predecessor, the Alliance, have won all the nine

el ections since | ndependence fromBritain in 1957. The Alliance failed
only once in 1969 to get a two-thirds mgjority. In each of the six genera
el ections since 1974, the BN has secured nore than a two-thirds majority.
Prime M nister and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has
expressed confidence that BNwi Il maintain its record of a two-thirds
majority in this election.

"We will obtain nore than a two-thirds najority because this tinme we

have voters who were previously non-conmitted... the silent majority, now
they are taking interest,” Dr Mahathir said in Kual a Terengganu recently.
Through the BN mani f est o, newspaper advertisenments, and their speeches, BN
| eaders have hi ghlighted the achi evenents nade under BN-rul e for the past
42 years, and stressed that an experienced governnent is needed to | ead

t he nation towards greater heights.

The opposition, rallying behind sacked fornmer Deputy Prine M nister

Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim is calling on Malaysians to vote for change,

al l eging corruption and injustice by the BN Governnent.

Anwar, whomthe opposition has naned as their candidate for Prine
Mnister if they win the el ection, was sacked on Septenber 2 1998 and
expelled fromUmo a day later on noral grounds. He is currently serving a
si x-year sentence for corruption and faci ng sodony charges in court.

Duri ng eight days of intense canpaigning, candi dates went to the ground
to meet their constituents and delivered ceramahs | ong into the night.
Atotal of 6,126 pernits for canpai gns and ceramah were i ssued. Sone of



t hese tal ks addressed issues of concern to their voters, while others
degenerated into allegations and counter-allegations between both canps.
For the voters, the ceramahs and visits gave theman opportunity to neet
and listen to their potential representatives, and gauge their
personalities and capabilities for thensel ves.
Wil e political analysts unaninmously agree that BNwill win the
el ection, there is still some uncertainty how far the Anwar issue wll
i nfl uence voters when they step into the polling booths.
BN s track record in the last 42 years will carry a |l ot of weight,
especially for the ol der voters who were there when the country's wealth
was not in Ml aysians' hands, who w tnessed the 1969 racial riots, and who
have benefited and seen others benefit as well fromthe rapid economc
progress and devel opnent .
The renmarkabl e turnaround fromthe Asian financial crisis, the result of
daring yet pragnatic policies inplenemted by the BN Governnent, will al so
be reflected in the voters' report cards.
Today, based on track record or swayed by prom ses of change, Ml aysi ans
will decide on who they want to | ead for the next five years.
It is the people's right and a heavy responsibility to bear. But
Mal aysi ans can be trusted to choose w sely.
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