10 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - Har un
DR MAHATH R PUZZLED WHY HARUN DI N SOUGHT AUSSI E TREATMENT

MELAKA, Aug 10 (Bernama) -- PAS now has a "bonmoh" (faith-healer) said
to be able to cure all ailnents but who sought treatnment in Australia when
he fell ill, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said.

The bonoh the prime mnister referred to is Datuk Dr Harun Din, a
former Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia |ecturer, who is presently a PAS
central commttee nenber.

Harun made a controversial statement recently that PAS woul d take
Perlis out of the Ml aysian federation should the opposition party gain
control of the country's smallest state in the com ng general el ection.

Addressing a 15,000-strong rally here, Dr Mahathir said Harun had
claimed that he (Harun) could cure illness by giving the sufferers water,
on which he had recited Quranic verses, to drink

"But when Harun Din has a heart problem he did not drink such water
but instead went to see a doctor in Australia," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a nation-wi de tour to enlighten the people on
current issues, questioned Harun's preference for nedical treatnment in
Australia whereas the | ocal National Heart Institute itself was not short
of conpetent heart specialists.

Dr Mahat hir hinsel f had undergone heart treatnment at the institute.

"I's is that he has no faith in our own doctors?" asked the prine
m ni ster.

In lighter vein, the prine mnister said the governnent did not m nd
paying Harun RML million if he could come to Melaka to "heal" the peopl e of
Mel aka with his sacred water.

"The governnment doesn't have to build hospitals then," he said.

He said Harun and the other PAS | eaders should not lie to the people
that they could do "this and that ".
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