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Dr Mahathir a noderate | eader, says Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is a
nmoder ate Muslim | eader whose thinking and views are acceptable to Muslins
and non-Mislinms here and abroad, his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrad
Badawi , sai d today

"Dr Mahathir as a |eader is accepted by all due to his attitude which is
not extrem st," Abdullah said after opening a seminar on "Dr Mahathir's
Thought s" t oday.

Anong Dr Mahathir's popul ar views are those on gl obalisation, denocracy,
human rights and Sout h- Sout h co-operati on.

"That is why there is successful international |evel co-operation |ike
t he Langkawi | nternational Dialogue that introduced smart-partnership and
is well accepted in the south of Africa and the M ddl e East and al so
wel coned by the private sector,"” he said.

He said there was al so Dr Mahathir's idea for co-operation anong
countries of the Far East which, although it did not materialise as the
East Asia Economi ¢ Caucus in nane, provided opportunities for |eaders of
Japan, China, South Korea and Asean countries to neet.

"If Dr Mahathir were an extrem st Islamc | eader not nmany woul d accept
him including Miuslins thensel ves, but due to his noderate stance he is
accepted.”

He said Mahathir's thoughts as a | eader had brought about many changes
in the country.

"He can be consi dered the biggest catal yst for bringing about
devel oprment and progress to the country and its races.

"One of his achievenents, which | consider very special, is the
instillation of confidence anong Mal aysi ans, especially the Ml ays, that
they can succeed and excel in their endeavours if they really try and shed
their inferiority conplex," he said.

He said Dr Mahathir had al ways stressed the setting up of facilities to
enabl e t he people to acquire know edge, skills and professional
qualifications.

"Dr Mahathir hinmself is an avid reader who reads the | atest books,
especially those related to managenent, strategic thinking, economc
probl ens, currency traders, econom c planning and gl obal i sati on.

"And a favourite subject of his is information technol ogy ..

Abdul I ah al so di smi ssed all egations that Dr Mahathir was a a dictator,
saying this could not be true because Dr Mahathir all owed in-depth
di cussi ons and everyone coul d give their views during Cabinet neetings.

"Sonetinmes Dr Mahathir's working papers too are rejected by the Cabinet
as he accepts the views of others."

Si nce beconi ng a Cabi net nenber, Abdullah said he could not renenber a
single incident when Dr Mahathir insisted that his views be accepted by
t he Cabi net.

"Thi s has never happened. What has happened are discussions with the
i ntention of reaching a consensus.

"Dr Mahat hir al ways pl aces enphasi s on Cabi net deci sions through
consensus and not by sinple rai sed-hand vote-taking where the majority
wins and the mnority | oses," he added.

The sem nar was organi sed by a group conprising academni ci ans,
busi nessnen and politicians.

The chairman i s Dat uk Mohd Bakri Mhanad, executive chairman of Kel ant an
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