09 OCT 1999
Mahat hir - Arseni ¢
DR MAHATHI R G VES A GENERAL EXPLANATI ON ON ARSEN C PO SONI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 9 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad t oday gave a general explanation on arsenic poi soning based on his
training as a nedical doctor.

"I amexplaining this as a nedical doctor not about the case involving
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim That is a court case. W cannot touch on natters
pertaining to court trials,” he said.

"What | amreferring to is the clai mmde outside of the courthouse by
Datin Seri Wan Azizah Wan Ismail, who accused the governnment of poisoning
her husband,"” he told a news conference after chairing the Umo Suprene
Counci| neeting here.

According to Dr Mahathir, the |level of arsenic poisoning in a person's
urine will not show up after a few days as distinct fromits presence in
the fingernails and hair, where it will remain intact until new nails and
hair grew

"The arsenic in urine can be found today, but tonorrow it will no
| onger be there. So when the urine is exam ned, there nay be arsenic today
but after several days it wll disappear,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said if arsenic had been used to kill Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim the level of arsenic in his urine should be nore than 10, 000
m crogramnms per litre.

However according to the |aboratory reports, the level of arsenic in
Anwar's urine was 230 mcrogranms which was conpatible with eating cockles
or seaf ood.

Dr Mahathir said if the |level of arsenic in the body was five
m crograns and when the person ate seafood it could rise to 230 m crograns
and this |l evel was not dangerous.

"However if a person suffers fromarsenic poisonging it will go up to
10,000 m crograns in the urine and even at that level, it will no |onger be
there after three or four days,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said if a person consuned arsenic poison, it could be
detected in his fingernails and hair and it would not go away until new
nails and hair grew

Di splaying his fingernails, Dr Mahathir said,"Say, the nail is up to
this point and in one year, the newnail will have grown up to this point
and hence the new nail will not show the arsenic."

El aborating on the nmethod of detecting arsenic, he said the arsenic
effect on the nails and hair cannot be hidden even after five nonths of the
person eating food containing arsenic.

Dr Mahathir said the exami nation for arsenic would take at the nost
t hree days except when other tests had to be conduct ed.

At times the results of the arsenic tests could be obtained within one
day itself.

"Hence when the report says there is no arsenic in the nails this neans
that the person did not consune arsenic poison as this will showin the
nails and hair,” Dr Mahathir added.

The Prime Mnister said journalists nmust know about arsenic and arsenic
poi soning as this matter had becone a major issue.

"The press shoul d know about this arsenic thing as everyone is talking
about arsenic," he said repeating that it was a general coment coming from
a nedi cal doctor.

Dr Mahathir al so explained that H'V and AIDS would only show after a



| ong period of the person contracting the di seases.
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