23 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Al DS
DR MAHATHI R CALLS FOR SUM T ON Al DS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 23 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday urged heads of governnments in the Asia Pacific region to hold
a summit on AlDS.

Dr Mahathir said such sunmts woul d ensure better coordination of
efforts in recognition of the transborder nature of the epidemc.

"This will show | eadership in the region and within our own countries
and underline the seriousness of the A DS pandem c and the need for urgent
action to conbat it," he said when opening the Fifth International Congress
on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific (I CAAP) at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre,
here.

Governnents played a | eading role because they set policy and
facilitated the inplenmentation of policy, he said, adding that political
wi Il would ensure that adequate budgets were directed at effective
prevention progranmes.

Present were the prine mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah,
Queen Ashi Sangay Chhoden Wangchuck of Bhutan, Health M nister Datuk Chua
Jui Meng and Mal aysian AI DS Council president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir.
More than 3,000 del egates from 67 countries are attending the five-day
Congr ess.

Dr Mahathir said political will also ensured that all sectors of
society would play their part in fighting the H V/ AlDS epidemc, including
t he non-governnental organisations (NGO, businesses, religious bodies,
school s and governent departnents.

"An effective governnent is one that understands that the virus
recogni ses no borders and therefore it's inperative that governnents
cooperate with each other to fight the virus," he said.

Dr Mahathir said HV travell ed wherever human bei ngs travel |l ed, whet her
it was for pleasure or for work or because of political reasons (refugees)
and man-nmade barriers could not really stop it.

He said what could stop H V was cooperation between NGOs, governnents
and ot her health organisations to address the issues of cross-border
nmovenent of peoples, mgrant workers and the trafficking of wonen and
chil dren.

"CGovernnent s wor ki ng together is an exanple of good nei ghbourliness and
al so an exanpl e of the Asean phil osophy of +Prosper-Thy-Nei ghbour+. Not
wor ki ng together inplies a +Beggar-Thy-Nei ghbour+ attitude,” he said.

In Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir said, the government had responded to the HV
pandenic as early as 15 years ago when the first H 'V victi mwas confirned
in 1986.

The governnent had spent alnost RMA3 million for the H V/ Aids control
programe every year since 1993, he said, adding that about RML6 mi|lion
went to curative services, RVvb mllion to healthy lifestyle pronotions and
RWV2 million to preventive aspects of the programe.

Recogni si ng that wormen were especially vulnerable to HV infection, the
government had created two nati onwi de programmres, namely screening of
pregnant nothers for HV, and Wnen and Aids.

"For this programme al one, the government has spent RVb nmillion since
1998 and as of May this year, about 25,000 antenatal nothers had been
screened for H V-infection, 100 cases turned out H V positive, and were
i medi ately given free treatnent costing RVM600 for each case per nonth," he
sai d.



On the world front, Dr Mahathir said there are currently 33.4 mllion
people now living with HHV/Aids and 1.2 mllion are children under 15
years.

He said what was nore disturbing was that nore than 95 per cent of al
H V-infected people lived in the devel oping world and 95 per cent of al
deaths from Al DS occurred in the devel opi ng countries.

He said one of the reasons for such high percentage was that many
devel opi ng countries did not have the resources to carry out effective
preventi on programes due to crippling debts or political instability.

Dr Mahathir said recent attacks on the econonies of devel opi ng
countries had al so made the fight against AIDS nore difficult and, added
t hat people could not afford treatnment due to the high cost.

"But this high cost need not be so if devel opi ng countries can get
t oget her and chal | enge the pharnmaceuti cal conpanies to reduce the prices or
al l ow conmpul sory licensing of |ifesaving drugs,” he said.

On the congress, he said it was unique as it was the first time it was
hosted by an NGO that works at the grassroot |level, the first ever to be
held in a Muslimcountry and the |ast major conference on H V/AIDS to be
held this century.
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