17 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r - r esi gnati on
DR MAHATHI R QUASHES RUMOURS OF RESI GNATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 17 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has quashed rumours of hi mannounci ng his resignation at
the Umo general assenbly tonorrow.

"I don't see why | should resign at this nmonent,’
intervieww th CNN aired today.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, was referring to his earlier
statenment this week that he would be nmaking a surprise announcenent in his
address to the assenbly.

CNN journalist Lorraine Hahn tried to prod the prinme mnister into
reveal i ng what the surprise woul d be.

Dr Mahathir replied: "If | tell you, it won't be a surprise anynore.

"But when | am asked questions about these things, | normally say you
wait until the announcenent is nmade."

Hahn had suggested that talk was rife that he mi ght be announcing his
resignation with el ection fever gripping Ml aysia.

But a witty Dr Mahathir told a benused Hahn t hat "whatever announcenent
| make will be a surprise even if there is no surprise...that will be a
surprise too."

.1 have always said that | need to have tine to hand over the reins
of the government to sonebody who is capabl e of taking over fromne," said
Dr Mahathir.

On whet her he would run for another term Dr Mahathir said: "Ch yes,
obviously, | can only hand over the governnment after determ ni ng what
happens at the next elections."

On whet her Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi, who was appoi nted Deputy
Prime Mnister early this year, was ready to take over, Dr Mahathir said
that "he has done very well.

"But | don't think there is any harm(in) waiting alittle to see that
he settl es down properly.

"At the same nonent, things are not quite normal in the country (as) we
are preparing for an el ection and he (Abdullah) is preparing for an
el ection, not on really running the governnent,” Dr Mahathir said.

On how secure Abdul |l ah's position was given the suggestions that his
appoi nt rent was a stop-gap neasure for another mnister, Dr Mahathir said:"
He is as secure as can be unl ess sonet hi ng unusual happens. "

Hahn al so asked whet her Dr Mahathir had net certain criteria, including
the recovering econony and a capabl e successor, as prerequisites for
calling for an el ection:

The prime mnister said:"As far as the econony is concerned, yes,".

However, he said, the feelings of the people on the ground woul d al so
al so to be gauged as there was much confusion due to jailed forner deputy
prime mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mnmaking accusations of a conspiracy
agai nst him

"Peopl e who do not know the internal things would presunme that there
must be sone substance to whatever he (Anwar) said," Dr Mahathir said.

Dr Mahathir al so disnissed Anwar's clains that his arrest and trial was
due to a political conspiracy.

"If there is a political conspiracy in Malaysia, it would have been
known by the whole country and the world through the Internet |ong ago, but
here is a case where there was no idea at all that anybody was conspiring
agai nst him

he said in an



"But the nmoment he was disnissed fromthe governnment, he brought up the
charge of conspiracy," he said.

The prime mnister said that in Malaysia "nothing is secret, everbody
knows what the politicians are thinking even before they start thinking,
soneti mes".

"You woul d have heard about the conspiracy may be five nonths ago, a
year ago but there was no such thing," he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about the assault on Anwar while in police
custody and whet her he, as Hone M nister then, knew or ordered the beating.

He said he did not know of Anwar's beating after his arrest and neither
did he order the beating.

"l ama politician, | have been a fairly successful politician, | would
be an idiot to order the beating which would only nake ne | ook very bad in
the eyes of the whole world and in this country.

"I would not do a stupid thing |like that," he said.

The prime minister also said that justice was served in Anwar's first
trial.

He said:"l amsatisfied that justice was done but of course there is no
convi nci ng peopl e who have al ready nmade up their m nds.

"If he is convicted, then there is no justice, if he is not convicted,
then there is justice."

As to whether Anwar's trial had damaged Mal aysia's judicial system he
sai d:

"Well yes and no | would say, because people had al ready decided he is
very popular with them (so) any trial involving himand his conviction
woul d be unfair and that reflects on the judges but the judges and the
whol e prosecuti on had done a good j ob.

"And if they care to read the judge's report which is 380 pages, he
(the judge) could not have made up all these things and he had given every
reason for decisions that he arrived at," he said.

"But the people who nade coments never read even once the basis of
judgement, so it is not being fair to the judge who had tried his very best
to be fair,"” the prinme mnister said

On whether it was tine to review the judicial system he said that the
Mal aysi an justice system has al ways been reviewed fromtinme to tine.

"If we feel that we were inadequate in any way, we w |l make anends, "he
sai d.

To a question whether it was tinme for Ml aysia to have a Chi nese deputy
prime mnister, Dr Mahathir replied that "the | aw does not prevent a
Chi nese becoming even a prine mnister, it is for the people to decide.”

Asked whet her there was any candi date, he said "it depends on the
result on the el ections.

"For exanple, if the DAP were to win with an overwhelmng nmajority and
all of themare Chinese, obviously they are going to ask for a Chinese
prime mnister," he said.

To anot her question whet her Ml aysia would enul ate I ndonesia in
inviting foreign observers to the next general election, he said:"For them
this is the first free elections, for us we have had el ections every five
years since i ndependence in 1957.

"We are wel |l -versed in conducting el ections although there was a tine
in 1990 when we did invite Cormonweal th observers because there was a | ot
of accusations agai nst us," he said.

On whet her the new opposition Parti Keadilan Nasional (national justice
party) led by Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Isnmail, was a worthy
opponent to the ruling party, he said:

"Wl l, we never take anything casually, we always give due attention
and we will see whether there is any credibity or not to their coalition."



When asked whet her he was worried about the party and t he voi ces they
have with the masses, he said: "I amalways worried about the election, not
to be worried is really to become too conplacent and that woul d not do for
a politician.”
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