14 AUG 1999
Abdul I ah- Mahat hi r
DR MAHATH R I'S A MJSLI M LEADER MCDERATE I N HI' S THI NKI NG SAYS DPM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 14 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is a Muslim| eader noderate in his thinking and attitude,
acceptable to all levels of the Miuslimand non-Mislimsociety here and

abroad, said his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badaw , today.

Abdul | ah said that nost of Dr Mahathis's ideas and thoughts were
rel evant for Malaysia in entering the new ml | ennium

"Dr Mahathir is a | eader acceptable to all because of his attitude
which is not extrene. Hi s views are accepted not only by Ml aysian Mislinms
and non-Muslinms but also other nationalities especially those in countries
of the South,” he told reporters after opening a sem nar on "Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s Thought s".

Abdul | ah said that since becoming a | eader, Dr Mihathir had brought
about many changes to the country and was the greatest catalyst in the
nati on's devel opment and progress of the race.

Among Dr Mahathir's successes, Abdullah said, was to instil confidence
anong Mal aysi ans especially the Malays to attain excell ence and greater
achi evenent s.

"What is enphasised by Dr Mahathir is that all facilities should be set
up to provide opportunities to the people to acquire know edge and skills
or upgrade their professionalismbecause know edge is the first step...,"
he sai d.

The deputy prine mnister said that Dr Mahathir, an avid reader, has
vast knowl edge especially in subjects related to managenent, strategic
t hi nki ng or economics and information technol ogy which in his planning,
woul d be a vital field in the country.

Abdul | ah said that Dr Mahathir's views on issues of globalisation,

Sout h- Sout h devel opment and human rights had been w dely accepted.

"That is why several fornms of international |evel cooperation have been
successful and given recognition |ike the Langkawi |nternational
Di al ouge- Snart partnershi p which has been accepted by African nations and
i ncreasingly accepted by West Asian countries and the private sector,"” he
sai d.

"It is not only relevant to Mal aysia but also relevant at the
international |evel," he said.

Abdul | ah al so di sm ssed all egati ons by sonme quarters that Dr Mahathir
is a dictator because he is ever ready to listen to the views of others.

"As the chairman at Cabinet neetings, Dr Mahathir allows lively
di scussi ons where everyone can express their views. In fact, there have
been worki ng papers tabled by Dr Mahathir hinself rejected by the Cabinet,"
he said.

The deputy prine mnister said that all views expressed by the Cabinet
menbers woul d be heard and the interest of all parties would be taken into
account before they were accepted.

Abdul I ah said that since he becane a Cabi net nenber, he had never cone
across Dr Mahathir inposing his ideas on the Cabinet mnisters as all views
woul d be di scussed and sonetines there were even heated di scussions.

"All this with the aimof arriving at a consensus. Dr Mhathir al ways
opt for total agreenment of the Cabinet and not by a show of hands. He will
try (to make anendnents) until everyone agrees and everyone is satisfied,"
he said.

Abdul I ah said that it was because of the unani nous decisions of the



Cabi net that governnment decisions were readily accepted by the majority of
the multi-racial society in the country.
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