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DR MAHATHI R SATI SFI ED TO SEE MALAYSI A PROGRESSES

KUALA LUMPUR, 16 Nov (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
said he feels satisfied to see that Ml aysia enjoys prosperity and the
worl d no | onger |aughs at the country.

"For me, | don't care what others think of nme. If | can see the result
of ny efforts and it benefits the country, that gives ne the satisfaction,"”
he sai d when asked about the satisfaction he gets fromall his hard work
whi ch seemed not to be appreciated by a small group of people in the
country.

Dr Mahathir said this in an intervieww th TV3 tonight, the transcript
of which was issued by the Prime Mnister's Ofice to Bernama

"I don't want noney or anything because | can't carry it around. If |
want to have a plate of noodles, then |I've a plate. If | have the nobney by
the mllions and want to eat ten plates, | can't. So, it's no use," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said he felt satisfied to see that the result of his work
has changed the country's features with rapid devel opnent and the peopl e
havi ng noney to go shopping and eat in restaurants.

Asked how he wanted to be renmenbered as prine mnister, Dr Mahathir
said: "Actually, | don't think about that. Be remenbered, not renenbered,
that's up to them Those wanting to condemm (ne), will condemm al so. It
bothers me not. The inportant thing is that whatever |'ve done benefit our
country."

Dr Mahathir said the world now has acknow edged Mal aysi a as a devel oped
devel opi ng nation and no | onger "uses us, |aughs at us."

In addition to the ability to organise world class events like the
Conmonweal th Games and Fornula 1, Mal aysia has succeeded in creating a
brave race and ever willing to face chal |l enges.

"That gives satisfaction. The satisfaction to see Azhar (Mansor) nade
it back. For nme, it's nost satisfying because this is a new generation of
Mal aysi ans, going around the world al one. Somet hing we didn't dream off but
he did," he said.

Dr Mahathir also refuted allegation that several nmega projects |ike the
KL International Airport (KLIA), Putrajaya, Cyberjaya and Petronas Tw n
Towers were for his personal glory.

He said the projects are for the country, inplemented w thout wasting
public funds and not jeopardising the country's financial position.

"Even though we built KLIA, Putrajaya, Cyberjaya, Twin Towers, our

financial position was still strong, so much so that even after being
attacked we didn't need to borrow. W are able to rehabilitate our
country's economy on our own and we still have enough noney.

"It neans that even though the project is big but we have the
capability to inplenent it. So if we can afford it, we are not wasting
public funds," he said.

He said international experts al so acknowl edged Mal aysia's strong
financial position that whatever devel opnent carried out woul d not
jeopardise it financial perfornance.

Asked about his constant rem nder to the people on the inportance of
mai ntai ning the country's indepence, Dr Mahathir said the peopl e needed
only to look at a country in the region where its | eader was forced to
resign after surrendering its econonic power to an international financial
body.



"W see a high ranking official of an international institution,
standi ng arns-fol ded, watching a | eader of an independent country signs
something that will cause his country to surrender its econom c power to
t he body," he said.

He said the disintegration of the country concerned was al so not of its
wi shes but of others, nmeaning outsiders were also in control of its
politics.

"If we are not careful, if we give in to outsiders, if we are not
efficient in managi ng our country's econony, there is the possibility that
they will offer assistance with conditions.

"At that tinme, we will |ose power, starting with econony. Then they
will insist so and so cannot beconme mnister, prime mnister. In fact,
there's an attenpt by a vice-president who cane to Mal aysi a and asked
Mal aysi ans to topple the governnent," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it showed how snobbi sh they were, asking people of
another country to overthrow an el ected governnment through illegal neans
and denonstrations.

"This shows the dangerous situation we are in," he said.

He al so said the globalisation as interpreted by the west is not
correct because it only benefits only devel oped nations and could lead to
re-colonialisation of countries in Southeast Asia and Africa.

Dr Mahat hir said everyone including the younger generati on shoul d
defend t he honour of the race and country.

He said they did not know how hunmiliated it was to be col oniali sed.

"They have a special place for thenselves. W can't go in there. |I've
seen peopl e being sl apped by a Japanese sentry for not according him
respect. |'ve also seen a Thai soldier kicked an old man riding a bicycle

for not stopping when the national anthemwas pl ayed.

"All this saddens me and | don't like to be humliated by anyone. To
avoid this, we nust develop this country strong enough to defend itself
even econonically," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was confident that the younger generation would continue
the Vision 2020 "but we nmust ensure they are not instigated. \Wenever we
have the opportunity to bring progress to our race, there will be people
who becone an obst acl e.

"Al handul il | ah. W succeed in bringing the majority of our people,
majority of our youths are aware of their responsibility for the future, to
continue efforts we started since i ndependence. "
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