27 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Her oes
DR MAHATH R PAYS TRI BUTE TO MALAYSI ANS, DESCRI BES THEM HEROCES

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today paid tribute to Mal aysians at | arge descri bing them as heroes
and protectors of the country's independence.

Uging themto further deepen their patriotism to preserve peace and
sustain Mal aysia's progress and devel opnent, the prinme mnister said
Mal aysi a bel ongs to all

He pl edged that the governnent would put first the interests of al
| evel s of the citizenry in inplenenting national devel opment poli cies.

"I'f not us, who else will preserve the peace in our country, |ove our
country, devel op our country, protect our country and preserve nationa
i ndependence, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said this when | aunching the "Syabas Ml aysi a"
(congratul ati ons Mal aysia) car stickers for taxis, hire cars and |i nousines
at the Prime Mnister's Departnent here.

The prime minister attributed Mal aysia's non-reliance on outsiders and
t he success of indi genously-desi gned economi c recovery neasures to the
peopl e's solid support for the governnent.

"This should make us feel fortunate and grateful as our country
continues to stay 100 per cent independent, no one can order us around,
control us.And that we are able to tailor our nation-building efforts
according to our desires," he said.

The nore than 1, 000-strong contingent of taxi, hire car and |inousine
operators and drivers present pledged loyalty to the country and support
for Dr Mahathir's | eadership and that they would strive to enhance goodwil |
and harnony anmong Mal aysi ans as well as rebut defamation against the
gover nnent .

Be they taxi drivers or entrepreneurs, all Ml aysians contributed to
and benefited fromthe country's policies and devel opnent, the prine
m ni ster said.

Wil e the haves and big-tine traders pay taxes to the governnent which
were in turned used to help the nasses, taxi drivers also contributed to
t he devel opnent of the tourismindustry, a key revenue earner for the
country, he said.

"Take the country's recent hosting of the F1 grand pix for instance.
Foreign racing fans rode in our taxis and the governnent has constantly
been wooi ng foreign tourists because tourist noney hel ps the livelihood of
the people. And obviously they contribute to the i ncone of taxi drivers,”
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment injected nore tha RML50 million into
the local tourismindustry each year to attract foreign tourists with taxi
drivers nation-wide indirectly benefiting fromthe spin-offs.

While foreign tourist arrivals also hel ped boost inconme of hotels and
hotel workers, the devel opnent of Putrajaya as the new federa
adm nistrative capital and erection of the Petronas Twin Towers, currently
the world's tallest building, also brought direct benefits to taxi drivers,
he sai d.

Since tourists would only cone to a peaceful Malaysia, it was therefore
i ncunbent on all Mal aysians to preserve the prevailing well-being, he said.

"No tourists will conme if every day there are riots and street
denonstrations. Taxi drivers thenselves stand to | ose nmuch,"” said the prine
m ni ster.



Through the Entrepreneur Devel opment M nistry, the governnent woul d
ensure that the lot of taxi drivers were being taken care and it was
m ndful of their grouses over sone of its policies, Dr Mahathir said

"But it is never our intention to victinise taxi operators or drivers.
We too want themto nmake the nost of the country's devel opnent,” he said.

The prime mnister said it would be neaningl ess for the governnent to
i ssue unlimted nunber of taxi permts, as desired by sone quarters, if
they were no passengers to use the taxis.

Dr Mahat hir commended taxi operators and drivers for answering the
governnent's call to stick the "Syabas Ml aysi a" |abel on their vehicles to
display their love for the country.

"Let's not do anything to the detrinent of the country for the sinple
reason that destruction to the nation will not spare us all,"” he said.

Taxi drivers also have a cause to be proud of being Ml aysi ans because
the country's advancenent indeed reflected their success as well, the prine
m ni ster said.

He said taxi drivers could convey to tourists who rode in their cabs
that all WMl aysi ans have a share in Ml aysia's progress.

"Let's all talk about the good things about the country and what it has
if we don't want others to belittle us as lacking in many things," Dr
Mahat hi r added.
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