30/ 10/ 1999
Dr Mahat hir shocked over RVMBb fortune

Ram an Sai d; Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
expressed shock over the disclosure that his former deputy had amassed a
fortune of nore than RM3 billion while in office.

"I am shocked. Three billion ... don't know how he coul d have done this.

"It may not reach RMB3 billion, but some nmoney nust be involved, if not
such a claimw |l not be made."

He was speaking at Parlianment | obby after 2000 Budget speech by First
Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comrent on yesterday's disclosure by forner
Bank Negara assi stant governor Datuk Abdul Mirad Khalid that Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahims fortune, nostly held in shares and properties, were being
held in trust in accounts of his cronies.

To a question, Dr Mahathir agreed that the Anti-Corruption Agency should
i nvestigate the matter.

"Surely the agency would like to ask Murad about his disclosure and the
basis behind it.

"W want to know who obtains the noney, howthis is done and who is
hol di ng them"

Asked whet her he thought the funds were to finance efforts to topple
him Dr Mahathir said it seenmed that way.

On whet her the confession woul d danage Bank Negara's credibility as
Murad had adnitted of being used by the former Finance Mnister to
chanpi on his cause, Dr Mahathir said such a thing happened because Anwar
was unscrupul ous.

"When you have an unscrupul ous Fi nance M nister, that thing can happen
but now we have a good Finance Mnister who is not going to do anything
I'i ke that.

"Next time, we will be nore careful of whomwe choose as Fi nance
Mnister."

On Murad's contention that Anwar tried to crush the econony so that the
country woul d seek assistance fromthe International Mnetary Fund which
could then force the Prime Mnister to resign, Dr Mahathir said this had
been suggested before.

"It is said that the reason why he is keen to follow I MF' s neasures is
to damage the econony so that the Government will seek I MF help. This wll
make nme very unpopular and I will have to step down and he will take
over."

Dr Mahathir disagreed with clains that the disclosure was anot her pl oy
by the Governnent to gain support.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak described the disclosure
as "a serious expose" and urged the ACA to investigate.

Naji b, who is al so Education Mnister, said it was the responsibility of
the ACA and other relevant agencies to investigate the truth of the
matter.

"All this while, it is the Governnent which is accused of all kinds of
things like practising nepotismand cronyism but for the first tinme we
have an expose agai nst those who nake the accusati ons.

"The all egations were nade in a sworn affidavit. W know Datuk Mirad's
background. He knows he has to be responsible for what he has reveal ed. "

Naji b said investigations should be | aunched i medi ately so that "al
pre-concei ved notions" fornmed by the Qpposition agai nst the Gover nnent



woul d be er adi cat ed.
( END)
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