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DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES AT DHAKA FOR D-8 SUM T

DHAKA, Feb 28 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad arrived here this evening to attend the second sunmit of the group
of eight Islamc devel oping countries (D 8) begi nni ng Monday.

Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhanmed Ali, was
met on arrival at the Zia International Airport, here, by Bangl adeshi Prine
M ni st er Shei kh Hasi na.

Al so on hand to wel cone hi mwere Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar and Ml aysi an anbassador to Bangl adesh Datuk Zul kifli Abdul Rahman.

The D-8, set up in Istanbul in June 1997 and groupi ng Bangl adesh,
Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, N geria, Pakistan and Turkey, ainms to
i mprove econoni c cooperation through manageabl e and concrete projects.

Four heads of state and government will participate at the two-day
sunmi t .

Besi des Dr Mahathir, the other |eaders are President Sul eyman Demir el
of Turkey, Prinme Mnister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan and Bangal adesh's
Hasi na.

Iran will be represented by its First Vice-President, Dr Hassan Habi bi,
I ndonesia by its Mnister for People's Wlfare and Poverty Eradication
Haryano Suyono and Egypt by its Mnister of Foreign Affairs, Anre M
Moussa.

Representatives from N geria were absent fromthe preparatory neetings
over the past few days due to their elections back hone but summt
organi sers said an official would arrive tonorrow for the neeting.

Mal aysi a, charged with coordinating the devel opnent of Islamc finance
and banki ng, has nade significant inroads in pronoting joint ventures in
I slami c insurance or takaful.

It is nowworking to take this a step further by pronoting Islamc
rei nsurance or the retakaful business whereby it has asked D-8 nenbers to
take up equity in Asean Re-Takaful (L) Ltd, the retakaful joint-venture
conpany w th Ml aysi an, Singaporean and Indonesia interests in Labuan.

Syed Hami d Al bar said yesterday that Ml aysia's push for the retakaful
busi ness to be devel oped within the D-8 was expected to be included in the
Dhaka Declaration to be issued at the end of the summt.

Besi des del i berations on the D-8 where Dr Mahathir is expected to
deliver a speech after the opening cerenony, the prime mnister is
schedul ed to hold bilateral talks with Hasina tonorrow before the summt.

H s progranme tonorrow starts in the norning where he will | eave by
helicopter to visit the Savar Snriti Shoudha nenori al .

He will then return to the Sheraton Hotel for the bilateral w th Hasina
and attend the summit in the afternoon.

Dr Mahathir will |eave for home on March 3.
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