02 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Prem er shi p
DR MAHATHI R TO HAND OVER PREM ERSHI P TO HI S DEPUTY

JITRA, May 2 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
today confirmed that he will hand over the premership to Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi after the com ng general election, when his deputy is
r eady.

"Yes, | will hand over after the election. Wen...you never know. Maybe
after one year or two years or three years or four years,"” he told
reporters at the Sultan Abdul HalimAirport, here

He was asked to comrent on a report which appeared in the Minich
Shi nbun, a | eadi ng Japanese | anguage daily, on his intention.

The Mai ni chi Shinbun published its interviewwith the prine mnister in
Kual a Lunpur in its Friday edition.

It quoted Dr Mahathir as saying that he woul d hand over the prem ership
to Abdul | ah when his deputy was ready.

Asked how Abdul | ah woul d be regarded to be ready, Dr Mhathir said:
"We'll have to see...mmke an eval uation”

In the Japanese daily, Dr Mahathir was quoted as sayi ng that Abdull ah
had di scharged his duties well so far and was popul ar.

The prinme minister was also reported to have said that he felt that
Abdul | ah had the support of the people.

Dr Mahathir said that he did not intend to be prinme mnister all his
life.

"I have no intention of becoming alifetine prine nmnister," he said.

He said that many people would not be happy if steps down but on the
ot her hand sone people would be happy if he were to step down.

Dr Mahathir said that he was still hol ding the post as he wanted to
deal with the economic problemthe country was facing.

"It is because Anwar (fornmer Deputy Prine Mnister and forner Finance
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim did not know how to handl e the econony, "
he sai d.

He said that Anwar's actions in raising interest rates, fixing three
mont hs fromsix nonths to categorise unserviced | oans as non-perform ng
| oans and to cut down government expenditure were damaging to the country's
econony.

"When | realised that he (Anwar) did not understand the econonic
problem | did not step down," he said.

The prime minister said that the policies nade by Anwar to tackle the
econom ¢ problemwere introduced w thout the endorsenent of the Cabinet but
the Cabinet initially agreed to themas they were nmade by a nenber of the
Cabi net .

He said that Anwar's action in introducing such nmeasures had actual ly
ai ded the stock market and currency mani pul at ors.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said that he would not run away from
contesting in Kubang Pasu in the coning general election.

"The people here are still giving their support and want ne to contest
here," he said.

Dr Mahat hir hol ds the Kubang Pasu parlianmentary seat since 1974.
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