07 FEB 1999
Mahat hi r - Successor
DR MAHATHI R TO STAY ON UNTI L THE RI GHT SUCCESSOR |'S FOUND

LONDON, Feb 7 (Bernama) -- Although he had thought about stepping dowm
sometinme | ast year, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said no matter what
peopl e are saying, he would stay on until the right successor is found.

"I have a responsibility nowto ensure that Ml aysia gets the right
kind of |eadership. I will not allow any snide remarks to deflect me from
my duty,” the prime mnister said at a neeting with students at Ml aysi a
Hal | , here, yesterday.

Thousands of students showed up to hear himexplain the political and
econom ¢ situation in the country.

Closed circut television nonitors had to be installed in other roons
because the main hall was janpacked with students. Sonme could not even get
in.

The prinme minister is on his way to a neeting of the GL5 groupi ng of
devel opi ng countries in Janmi ca.

Dr Mahathir said: "I have been the prinme mnister far |onger than nany
people. | was | ooking foward to resigning last year. | amtired of this
t hi ng.

"But | have a responsiblity to ensure that the country is not |ed by
sonmeone who tells lies and who pretends to be pious while he is not," he
sai d.

The prime minister said he brought Datuk Seri Anwar |brahiminto Umo
based on his religious credentials but he soon turned out to be a man in a
hurry and populist who wanted to be popul ar even at the expense of the

country.
"When | first appointed hima deputy minister, he had al ready denmanded
why he should not be a full mnister. | told himhe had just joined Umo

and he should work his way up.
"I again supported hi mwhen he wanted to beconme Umo Youth chief and

|later a vice president of the party. | also supported hi mwhen he deci ded
to chall enge Tun CGhafar Baba for the deputy president's post.
"I'n terms of econom ¢ managenemmt, he was willing to do whatever the

| M- wanted. Had we followed | M s wi shes, it would have been a di saster
l'i ke Thail and and Kor ea.

"So even if | amcursed or even if | amtold I should go away, | wll
still stay because | have a duty to the country.

"What people call nme is irrelevent. | have got everything that | want.
If I amgiven the choice, | would rather resign and spend ny tine "buat
i badat" (fulfilling religious obligations) and wite.

"But now, | will not resign. | will stay here unl ess sonebody shoots ne

or tries to assassinate ne |li ke sone people are thinking. It doesn't
matter.

"My responsibility is to ensure that Ml aysia gets the right kind of
| eader shi p," he said.

Later at a news conference for the Mal aysian and British nedia, Dr
Mahat hir said: "As of now, Datuk Abdullah Ahnad Badawi is apparently the
heir apparent. | don't know. Anything can happen fromnow until the party
el ection.

"For the time being, and until the party decides...because | have to
have a party deputy president to deal with certain matters while | am away
and even while | amin the country," he said.

When asked why it took so long for himto appoint a deputy prine



mnister, Dr Mahathir said: "Actually, | wanted to nmake the party make the
choice, but the party electionis along time in conmng and the party felt
that the party election should be held after the general election and
therefore we need to fill the vacuum Oherwi se we woul d have the vacuum
for far too long."
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