27 DEC 1999

DR MAHATHI R VI SI TS PEKAN RABU

ALOR SETAR, Dec 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad took tinme off to do sone shopping at Pekan Rabu, one of the
must-visit landmarks in the state capital here.

Acconpani ed by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohanmed Ali and Kedah
Menteri Besar Kedah Datuk Syed Razak Syed Zain, he made the customary
down- nenory-Ilane trip during Ranadan.

Pekan Rabu's bazaars have al ways been nostal gic place for the prine
mnister as it was there that he and a few fri ends had done sone petty
trading and tested their business acunen before the outbreak of the Second
World War.

During the 35 m nutes he spent there today, Dr Mahathir bought a
songkok and a pair of sandals froma store owned by Sardi Dahar and ordered
18 types of cookies and biscuits for Hari Raya fromthe Mak Chah shop

He then proceeded to the Ramadan market at the Darul Aman St adi um
courtyard and bought "nasi ulam (salad-rice) and tanpoi fruits.

The prinme minister is scheduled to open a conmunity devel opnent hall in
Kanpung Naga in Kepal a Batas here at 6 pmtoday foll owed by a breaki ng of
fast with the peopl e.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a one-day working visit to Kedah, is schedul ed
to return to Kuala Lunpur at 9 tonight.
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