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Mahat hi r- El ecti on
DR MAHATHI R CONFI DENT OF SMOOTH PCOLLS

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
assured the people that the Nov 29 general election will proceed snoothly
al t hough he anticipates certain quarters will use thugs to try creating
troubl e before the polls.

The Prime Mnister said the security forces were capable to handle the
situation and would act firmy to thwart any such pl ans.

"We anticipate attenpts by the Qpposition to disrupt the snooth conduct
of the election especially a few days before polling on realising they have
a slimchance to win," he told a neeting of |ocal nmass nedia editors at his
office, here.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob was present.

Dr Mahathir said the Qpposition would hurl all sorts of accusations a
few days before polling to arouse the anger of their supporters against the
Bari san Nasional (BN) including alleging that this election was not being
conducted fairly and equitably.

He said the governnent al so expected the Opposition to engage gangsters
to di srupt BN ceramahs and canpai gns.

Nevert hel ess, the people should not be scared to conme out to vote as
the security forces were not only prepared and in fact were capable to dea
with any eventuality, he said.

Dr Mahathir said his fear on the possibility of attenpts to interrupt
the smooth running of the election stemed fromthe presence of an
i ndividual with the Opposition this time and the returning to Mal aysia of a
staunch supporter of the individual

He said in 1974, this "person” who had then yet to join the government,
was responsible for causing rioting by instigating students to denonstrate
on streets to oppose the governnent.

Besi des that, the "person's" |oyal supporter, who fled the country
after |eading the student denonstrations in 1974, returned to Ml aysi a
recently and was involved in street denonstrations in the federal capital

"The situation returned to nornal after the "person"” was in government.
As soon as he was no longer in governnent, he again started anti-governnment
denonstrations,” he added.
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