15 SEP 1999

DR MAHATHI R OPENS NATI ONAL THEATRE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 15 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad toni ght opened the National Theatre, listed as one of the
10 nost sophisticated theatres in the world and on par with the Royal
Al bert Hall in London.

The RM10 million theatre, "lstana Budaya", is |ocated at Jal an Tun
Razak where the National Art Gallery and the National Library are also
si t ed.

The 21,000 sg mbuilding, with its roof shaped like a "tepak sirih" (a
container for betel |eaves and areca nuts) is equipped with state-of-the
art lighting and sound system and can seat about 1,500 people. It can stage
pl ays 200 days a year.

Desi gned by architect Mhammad Kamar Yaakub, it has Ml ay cul tural
features with the interior using local materials |ike marble from Langkawi
and high-quality tropical wood. Several paintings by national artist Datuk
Syed Ahmad Janmal grace its walls.

A nmuscial, "Keris Sang Puteri" was staged to mark the opening.

Present were Culture, Arts and Touri sm M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir
Shei kh Fadzir and ot her cabinet ninisters.

Wth the state-of-the-art theatre, international theatre groups and
ensenbl es are expected to be nore willing to come here to perform

- - BERNAMA

AR JK



	DR MAHATHIR OPENS NATIONAL THEATRE (Bernama 15/09/1999)

