01 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Cor por at e
DR MAHATHI R DENI ES HELPI NG CORPCORATE FI GURES MORE

JITRA, May 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
di sm ssed al |l egations that the government hel ped corporate figures nore
t han the poor.

The prime mnister said the government hel ped the corporate figures not
because they were rich but because many poor peopl e depended on snal
busi ness opportunities and jobs fromthis group

"It is totally untrue that the governnment hel ped the corporate figures
and not the poor," he said when wi nding up the debate at the Kubang Pasu
Umo divi sion del egates neeting, here.

Dr Mahathir who al so heads the division, said the corporate figures
woul d pay taxes and zakat (tithes), make donations and even build npbsques.

"The government collects 28 sen on every RML the rich nake. So, the
governnment takes fromthe rich and distribute to the poor," he said.

At the same tinme, the governnment hel ped the poor |ike providing
schol arshi ps, schools and clinics, he said.

"The government spends mllions of ringgit on rural devel opnent and
buil ds and repairs houses for the hardcore poor,"” he said.

He added that the government hel ped those who were already rich so that
t hey woul d not go bankrupt as this could affect the national econony.

"Are we prepared to see the Mal ays go bankrupt...(to see) the Ml ays
not be mllionaries but only workers and a second class comunity in their
own country?

"Why be jeal ous when others are rich? The rich pay a |l ot of taxes," he
sai d.

He urged the people not to be taken in by the propaganda of PAS which
he said wanted the Malays to hate Mal ays who "go up”.

"I"'mnot jealous. My pay is not even a quarter that of Petronas
officers. The salary of Petronas officers is higher than the prine
mnister's,"” he said.

In fact, he was proud when Mal ays owned bi g businesses |ike airlines
and tel ephone conpani es, he said.

"When they are rich they do not forget to do charity. The jobs of
t housands of peopl e depend on them They pay a | ot of taxes, zakat and sone
have built an islam c museum costing RWO million,"” he said.

On the fall in rubber prices, Dr Mahathir said the government woul d
give attention to the matter

He al so called on Umo nenbers at the branch and divisional levels to
continue to explain current issues to the poeple.

"Dont' think that because Umo is a government party we don't need to
explain any nore. Don't forget that they can vote," he said.

Dr Mahathir |ater presented donations anounting to RMVB, 001.80 fromthe
del egates to a TV3 representative for the Kosovo Fund.
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