10 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Audi ence
DR MAHATH R MEETS KI NG AM DST SPECULATI ON OF SNAP ELECTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today had an audi ence with the Yang di-Pertuan Agong at |stana
Negar a here.

Dr Mahathir arrived at the Istana at 9amfor a hal f-an-hour audi ence
with the King, a palace official said.

News phot ographers at the pal ace gate later saw Dr Mahathir and his
deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi | eavi ng the pal ace grounds together
i n one |inousine.

The official said Abdullah arrived earlier for a pre-Cabi net Meeting
audi ence with the King at 8.30am

After the audi ence, Dr Mahathir and Abdullah left for Putrajaya to
attend t he weekly Cabi net neeting.

The prime nminister is also scheduled to neet nenteris besar and chi ef
mnisters at Putrajaya at 12. 30 pmtoday.

Specul ation of a snap el ection being called anyti ne soon was fuel ed
| ate yesterday when Dr Mahat hir cancelled his scheduled trip to South
Africa to attend the Compnweal t h Heads of Governnment Meeti ng.

The prinme minister customarily informs the King before announci ng the
di ssolution of Parlianent to pave the way for a general el ection.
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